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Gentlemen of the Board of Aldermen and of the 
Common Council : — 

This is the day which has beeo selected by the 
proper authority, for putting into operation the new 
form of government adopted by our fellow-citizens. 
The oath we have just taken, and the organization of 
our respective Boards, which must immediately be 
made, will complete all the pre-requisite arrange- 
ments necessary to the establishment of the city of 
Charlestown. The city charter, which the Legisla^ 
ture enacted over two months since, has been ratified^ 
after full deliberation, by the largest vote that has 
ever been polled by the inhabitants of Charlestown, 
and by so decisive a majority, that every one feels 
bound to be content with the (esult. Let it be our 
constant care, Gentlemen, so to discharge our respec- 
tive duties, and to make such discreet and adequate 
provisions for the welfare of our constituents, that no 
one will have cause from us to regret this important 
change in our form of government. 

One of the first subjects that will come before you, 
after the necessary officers shall have been elected, 
will be to prepare suitable accommodations for the 
City Government. The sessions of the Commoa 



Couacil must always be open to the public, and so 
must be those of the Board of Aldermen, except 
when engaged upon executive business. Both boards 
will therefore require for their own use commodious 
apartments. A large Hall must also be maintained ; 
for there is reserved to the citizens at large, by the 
express terms of the charter, (which, without any 
such provision, would be deemed inalienable,) the 
right to hold general meetings to consult together 
upon the public good. Convenient rooms will also 
be necessary for the various officers that may be ap- 
pointed, as well as for the several standing commit- 
tees of the City Council. It seems to me, that the 
edifice in which we are now assembled may be easily 
altered, so as to answer all these desired ends. It 
was erected not quite thirty years ago for a Town 
Hall and a Market, at a time when the territory of 
the town extended to eight or nine miles in length. 
It was a highly creditable undertaking for that 
period; it is a substantial and well proportioned 
structure. It is, however, so constructed that it 
could not conveniently subserve any private use, and 
therefore could not be sold without loss. Should it 
be disposed of, I apprehend there would be no little 
difficulty in selecting a new site, and in deciding upon 
the style and cost of a new edifice. And, inasmuch 
as all the voters of Charlestown have heretofore been 
so generally satisfied with this location, it would seem 
unwarrantable, for many years to come, to incur the 
heavy expenditure of a new building, for the supposed 



greater convenience of the different boards of public 

officers, when there are wanted so many other things 
more essential to the convenience of our fellow-citi- 
zens at large. I therefore recommend, that under 
. the direction of a skilful architect, the proper altera- 
tions be made in this building, in a plain but tasteful 
manner, and that it hereafter be denominated the 
City Hall. 

Ward rooms will be necessary for Wards Two and 
Three. These can probably be hired for the present. 
Whenever it shall be determined to erect a new 
school-house in either Ward, or to enlarge an old 
one, a Ward room can be added ^ith but little addi- 
tional expense. There is a peculiar fitness in uniting 
the school and the Ward room under one roof, for 
thus our children may be perpetually reminded that 
they are to qualify themselves at school, so that on 
arriving at the age of manhood, they may exercise 
with discretion the right of suffrage, the inestimable 
boon to a free and intelligent citizen. 

It will be the first duty of the City Council to ex- 
amine the state of the finances, and to ascertain the 
exact amount of the town debt which the city must 
assume. The amount of the funded debt and known 
liabilities is nearly ;^80,000 00, which sum is exclu- 
sive of the Surplus Revenue. This last is but a 
nominal debt, as there is no probability that it will ever 
be recalled by the National and State governments. 
There are probably several arrearages in the various 
departments of the town service, and several unliqui- 
1* 



dMed md ixnitesttid olaimB. The utrhole* ftfiirant oi 
these should be ascertained in the outset, in order 
that measures may be taken for their immediate set- 
tlement, and that no part thereof be attributed to tht^ 
city government. When our present municipal debt:* 
and liabilities shall be accurately determined, I re- 
commend that a system be devised and steadily pur- 
sued for their gradual extinction. By raising for this 
purpose a specified sum annually, (which should not 
be less than ;^3000 00 and need not be more than 
JjfSOOO 00,) and by paying off so much of the float- 
ing debt, or by scrupulously investing the sum raised 
in a productive and safe sinking-fund, this compara- 
tively small debt may be swept off in a few years. 
The utility of well managed sinking-funds has been 
conclusively demonstrated by Massachusetts and bji 
Boston, both of which will soon by their aid, be freed 
6^m all pecuniary liabilities. 

Whenever it shall be found ta be advisable to incur 
a heavy and extraordinary expenditure for an impor- 
tant object, the necessary means should, at the same 
time, be devised. The same vote or ordinance that 
authorizes the undertaking, should provide for the 
raising of a sufficient sum therefor, either during the 
current year, or by equal instalments during each suc- 
ceeding year^ until the whole sum shall be obtained. ' 
Blindly to incur a public debt, year after year, with- 
out providing for its repayment, is impolitic and illib- 
eral. The more important and valuable the object, 
the more reasonable and equitable it is, that the gen- 



sratiM whicb adbpUed it, ihould pcKjr mnethiiig eaeh 
succeeding ye&r fM its accomplishment. PosteTity 
will never thank an improvid^it ancestry for hating 
bequeathed a public debt, contracted for purposes, 
ftom which the greatest benefit is generally derived 
by the age which originated them. Each genera- 
tion will find public objects and improvements enough 
of its own to provide for, without having to pay the 
debts of its remote predecessor. 
: The municipal authorities, as well as the inhabit- 
ants, have heretofore sufiered much from the want of 
a correct and extended plan of Charlestown. 1 re- 
commend that a thorough and accurate survey of the 
whole city be taken at once, and that a plan and a 
profile thereof be prepared upon a large scale, deline- 
ating the streets and courts as they now are, and also 
dbowing by dotted lines such alterations and improve- 
ments as ought at some time to be made, the grade 
DO which the streets should be reduced or elevated, 
and the course and depth of the common sewers, 
which are or ought to be construdted. Lithographic 
copies of such a plan, upon a diminished scale, wouM 
find a ready sale amongst the owners of real estate 
and other citizens. Persons intending to build may 
tfaenrbe able to know how they should set their foun^ 
dations, to conform to the permanent grade of their 
respective streets; but heretofore they have been 
subjected to great trouble and perplexity, as well as 
ID Dtodless eispense. 

A considerable annual outlay will be required, for 
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sereral years to come, for the improvement of our 

streets and side-walks. Whatever is found requisite 
should be done in a thorough and scientific manner, 
and by the employment of the best materials, so that 
the same work may not require renewal. The city 
government should receive, with prompt attention, ap- 
plications for the laying out of new streets, and for 
the widening and improvement of old ones^ and 
should evince a disposition to meet the advances of 
proprietors with liberality — ever remembering that it 
is the part of true policy to encourage the improve* 
ment of vacant lots by the building thereon of perma- 
nent and sightly structures, and the part of wisdom, 
to regard in advance the interests and wants of com- 
ing years. The City Government ought to do 
every thing within the scope of its authority, toward 
providing, or causing to be provided, passable side- 
walks in all the inhabited streets of the city. Many 
of our streets need to be furnished with edge stones, 
with crossings, and also with paved gutters and com- 
mon sewers ; and it is desirable that the work be im- 
mediately prosecuted in a systematic, economical and 
workmanlike manner. A small sum may be profita- 
bly expended in the setting out of a few shade trees, 
and in the care of those trees which a few years 
since were set out in our streets from the judicious 
legacy of a late distinguished inhabitant. A moder- 
ate annual outlay towards rendering our public streets 
and squares cleanly, agreeable and tasteful, will be 



repaid an hundred : fold, in promoting the health and 
comfort of the citizens. 

It is highly desirable that our streets should be suf- 
ficiently lighted in the night time. This subject de- 
serves more attention than it has hitherto received. 
It will be the duty of the city government to let the 
city lights so shine in the streets, that the peo- 
ple, who have occasion to be out during the night, 
may see ; — in order that they may pass therein with 
greater security, and that robbers and all mischievous 
persons may be more easily detected. 

Charlestown is not now so fortunate as some other 
places of its size and importance, which own one or 
more commons or squares, enclosed by durable fences 
add ornamented with walks and trees, where the citi- 
zens may enjoy an agreeable promenade and the 
children may indulge in salutary exercise. There is 
a small common without the neck, which was, during 
the last year, improved, partly at the expense of 
the town, and partly by the contributions of indi- 
viduals. And there is also the common, known 
immemorially as the training-field, which, unfortu- 
nately, if not illegally, has for a long period been en- 
cumbered by a heterogeneous assortment of public 
buildings. 

In the year 1825 the town might have made a fa- 
vorable arrangement with the Bunker Hill Monument 
ABSOciation, by which, upon the payment of fifteen 
hundred dollars to be raised by taxation, and by the 
subscription, on the part of the inhabitants, of a cer- 
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tain specified amoantf a permanent right might have 
been secured to the inhabitants, for the purposes of a 
common, in all the lands originally purchased by the 
Association. The arrangement was not carried into 
effect, and subsequently the Association was obliged 
to dispose of the largest portion of its lands, to re- 
lieve itself from debt. But what the town has lost 
by not securing a right in the original purchase, the 
city will gain in the end, by the increase of taxable 
property occasioned by the sale, on the part of the 
Association, of eligible building lots, which, with the 
buildings that will probably be erected thereon, will, 
in a few years, be equal to half a million of dollars. 
.This consideration will somewhat reconcile us to the 
loss of a spacious, open field or common, extendhtg 
from High to Bunker Hill streets, and will enable us 
to keep in better order the two which remain to us. 
I trust that the City Council will see to it, that no 
further obstructions are permitted on the training- 
field, and will, from time to time, as opportunity offers, 
remove those that are now upon it, and will also pro- 
vide that the grounds be kept in decent order. If a 
different course be pursued, the time will soon come, 
(when the population of the place shall be more 
dense and compacted,) that it will be a matter ol 
astonishment, that such parsimony and want of fore- 
cast conld ever have been exhibited. 

The support of the poor is one of the duties in- 
cumbent upon municipal bodies. It is alike the dic- 
tate of humanity, and of sound policy, to make ample 
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provisioni} for tile indig^eilt aiid disabled, who by min}- 
foftune are bereft of the means of earning a liveli- 
hood ; — and, at the same time, so to devise various 
kinds of employment, for these recipients of the pub- 
lic bounty, that the ruinous effects of idleness may be 
spared to them, and that some equivalent be returned 
ibr the amount expended in their behalf. Charles- 
town had never been backward in fulfilling its duty in 
its appropriations^ but has uniformly granted such 
sums of money, howefver large, which the Overseers 
of the Poor have asked for. The expenses of our 
Alms House have been increasing from year to year, 
partly on ^Mx^oufit of its situation in the heart of our 
popoiatioii, and partly from the increase of the prices 
of provision and other necessary articles, while, for 
the same reason, the income derived therefrom, has 
not been equal to what the public has a right to de- 
Mand.' About a year ago, a special Committee was 
raised by the town^ to inquire if any alterations 
flAioald be made in the administration of its affairs. I 
hfld liie honor to be the chairman of the Committee, 
find visited with them the establishment. All the 
gttntlefiien who acted upon the Committee concurred 
ti file report which was made to the town, at a sub- 
Mfuettt meeting, recommending that the location of 
ttatf Alms House should be changed to a more se-^ 
ckded md rural shuation, that a new bouse be erecV- 
«d with re^ference to a better dlassification of the in- 
. nmtesf and that the prefsent estabtishmeut be di»- 
pe»lA dfi whicb, it was thought, could be sold for a 
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sum, more than sufficient to pay all the expenses of 
the removal. The report was accepted, and the 
same Committee were charged with the further 
duty to inquire and report what new site, either 
within or without our territorial limits, could best 
be obtained, and also to submit plans, and esti- 
mates for new buildings. The committee have 
wisely delayed making further progress, upon the 
prospect of a change of our form of government. 
The organization of the City Council on this day 
discharges that committee ; but I recommend that 
the measures proposed in their report, be immediate- 
ly carried into elSfect. By so doing, an annual saving 
may be made in the expenditure for the support of 
the poor ; the poor themselves will be better provided 
for; while by the sale of the present Alms House 
and lands, and the obtaining of a new establishment, 
a handsome surplus will be realized, which will be 
available for many useful purposes. 

A prompt and efficient Fire Department is a safe- 
guard and protection, indispensable to every populous 
community. The members of the Charlestown De- 
partment have often distinguished themselves by their 
zeal and energy in this important service. Early 
upon the first alarm at the scene of conflagration, and 
contending with the fiery element with an ardor and 
fortitude truly admirable, they have done much for 
the protection of property and even of life. While 
all have been ready to expose their limbs and their 
health in the hour of danger, some have devoted their 
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lives to the public welfare* Nor have the exer- 
tions of the officers and members of our Fire Com- 
panies been confined to our own limits, but they have 
been beneficiallj extended to the neighboring cities 
and towns. Not being myself acquainted in any re- 
spect with the minute details of the affairs of this 
Department, I can only, at this time, express my hope 
and belief, that in the new relation to a city govern- 
ment in which the members now find themselves, they 
will receive that attention and liberality which their 
services fairly demand, and at the same time, will 
cheerfully comply with such general regulations, as 
the city authorities may, upon careful examination, 
decide to be essential to the public interest. 

Our Charter imposes upon the Mayor and Alder- 
men the duty of taking the necessary precautionary 
measures for the preservation of the public health 
and for the conservation of the public peace. They 
will probably act upon the well established principle, 
that it is far easier to arrest an obnoxious evil on its 
first appearance, than to suppress it after it shall, by 
a tacit indulgence, be permitted to attain to its full 
strength. To abate nuisances of every description, 
to enforce such wholesome regulations as may be 
necessary for cleanliness and neatness in the streets, 
in and about the premises of the city buildings, as 
well as upon the lands of the proprietors, and more- ' 
over to satisfy the numerous calls which good order 
in a populous community absokitely requires, will be 
the constant charge imposed by law upon the Mayor 
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and Aldermen, as executive officers. To aid in ac- 
complishing these objects, I recommend that the 
office of a City Marshal, and also that of a Superin- 
tendent of the Streets and PubUc Buildings, be estab- 
lished, with salaries sufficient to secure the services of 
competent and energetic persons ; and that the means 
be furnished for a suitable addition to the Pohce and 
to the Night- Watch- 

The highest pubhc interest of a municipal body — 
whether we regard the amount of money appropri- 
ated, or the influence, for good or for evil, which a 
Uberal appropriation, discreetly applied, or the want 
of it, may have upon the general prosperity, is that of 
the Free Schools. These have, heretofore, been the 
pride and boast of our town, and it is to be hoped 
that, improving with the progress of the age, they wiD 
continue to be the ornament and defence of our city. 
While the School Committee are clothed, by the 
terms of the Charter, with the same powers that were 
formerly vested in the Board of Trustees, it will still 
devolve upon the City Council to make adequate ap- 
propriations for the support of schools and for the 
alteration or building of school-houses, and to make 
such other provisions as the town, in its corporate 
capacity, has heretofore done- 

There is one deficiency in our school system, in 
consequence of which our community has suffered 
much and will suffer more and more, until it be sup- 
plied. That deficiency is a High School, commonly ^ 
so called, where our children may be instructed in the 
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ancient and modern languages, and may have the 
means of obtaining a more thorough knowledge of 
the higher branches of English study than it is possi- 
ble for them to acquire in any grammar school. I 
will not stop to consider, whether Charlestown has of 
late years come up to the letter of the law in this re- 
spect, or whether she has not subjected herself to 
heavy penalties for the breach thereof; this might be 
a doubtful question for judicial decision. But certain 
I am, that she has not brought herself within the true 
spirit of the law, nor within the true spirit of an en- 
lightened age, which both imperiously require the 
best and the fittest education for the young, which 
human sagacity can provide. 

What was called a good and sufficient education 
twenty years ago, is not thought to be so now ; and 
each coming generation will advance the standard. 
There are some who denounce a High School, and 
call it aristocratic, but there is not the least reason for 
applying to it that truly odious epithet. Others hon^ 
estly to beUeve that a High School has an inju- 
rious effect upon the Grammar Schools, by removing 
therefixim some of the best scholars ; this idea is 
also fallacious. 

It may possibly happen, that where there is no 
High School, a few scholars may remain in a Gram- 
mar School longer than it would be necessary for 
them to receive the instruction there imparted ; and 
they may avail much to the teacher, for the purposes 
of a showy exhibition. But the time for holiday 
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exhibitions has gone by, and there has Bucceeded « 
demand, for a rigid personal examination of all tlie 
scholars, conducted by the school committee. The 
true test of a faithful teacher nowadays, is not, wheth- 
er he has trained up a few in his school, who stand 
up like some tall trees, overshadowing the rest ; but 
whether he has exhibited the patience, that is not the 
word, but the fond desire, to cultivate the individual 
mind of each of his pupils, and to instil into every 
immortal being entrusted to his care, the germ and ac- 
tive principle df progress. Besides, it is not always 
the case, that the brightest and most showy scholars 
turn out to be the most useful members of society ; — 
certainly the chance is against them, if they have been 
coo much accustomed to be exhibited and flattered on 
public school-days. Often it happens that minds of 
the tardiest developement and of the hardest impress 
sion in youth, become at last the most mature, and 
yield the richest fruit. 

The removal of the most advanced scholars from 
the Grammar to the High school, is, in^my opinion, 
actually beneficial to the former, by giving its teach- 
ers an opportunity to devote more time and attention 
to the younger classes, which follow on in regular ro- 
tation ; and by making the principle of pronK)tion ac- 
cording to industrious merit a general and powerful 
inducement to study. On the contrary the want of a 
public High school occasions this sad and twofold 
evil, that while some of the most promising children, 
whose parents cantiot conveniently affford any addition^ 
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al e:Kpense9 do not receive that education which their 
natural talents deserve, the children of others, are re- 
moved from the salutary influence of public instruc- 
tion, and are placed in the less liberal atmosphere of 
private schools. The office of private instructors will 
probably never be wholly superseded, because there 
will always be peculiar circumstances operating as ex- 
ceptions in individual cases, which will sustain them 
to a certain extent. But it cannot be denied as a 
general principle, that it is the true policy of pur re- 
publican institutions to place all the children of the 
Commonwealth in the same schools, which should be 
the very best that the public can afford, and there to 
let them grow up and. learn together, imbibing a 
knowledge of each others, traits, taught to treat each 
other with mutual respect and kindness, and thus made 
early to know and to share the common lot of human- 

itj. 

The Latin and High Schools of Boston, have done 
more for the character and renown of that celebrated 
metropolis, than all its stately structures, its wealth, 
and its predominent influence, — of all which indeed 
that is really desirable, its liberal provision for an ele- 
vated education is the true origin. I know of no bet- 
ter method by which we can celebrate the adoption 
of our new form of government, by which we can 
erect, as it were, an appropriate monument to denote 
the foundation of our City, than by the establishment 
of a High School for both sexes, upon a permanent 
and liberal footing. A far worthier monument this 
2* 
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wodld be, than the erecifion'df a tteW, an oMentatk>M 
and comparatively useless City Hall. Let the City 
Council and the School Committee unite now in for- 
Visarding this great object, and the City of Charles*- 
town, and the improved education of her children^ 
will be henceforth forever identified. 

The Legislature has conferred upon the City Coua* 
cil, the power to make all needful by-laws, and to an- 
nex penalties for the breach thereof, *' without the 
sanction of any Cou^^t or authority whatever.'^ This 
is a high power, and should be exercised with the 
greatest cautiousness and discretion. Such by-laws 
should be few, clearly expressed, and adapted to the 
acknowledged wants of the place ; due notice thereof 
ishould be seasonably given to all the citizens, and then 
they should all be alike required to jield their compli*- 
ance, for the sake of the general comfort of all. 

It is made the duty of the Mayor and Aldermen, 
amongst other things, to prepare correct lists «f all the 
voters of the city, and to issue warrants for calling 
the meetings for the stated elections. The time for 
opening and closing the polls, at these elections, should 
lye determined with the view to the convenience of all 
classes of voters ; and when the most convenient houns 
have once been ascertained, tl^y ought not to be va- 
ried from one election to another. 

I deem it important, that the state of the poll should 
never be made known, until the time for closing the 
polls has arrived. If its condition be communicated to 
one portion of the citizens, and not to anothefT) a gross 
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inJQfiftice is soared. But it is betticT, 4>n principles 
6f sound policy, that it should not be published at 
all duritig the canvass ; for the citizen, who deposits 
his batlot^iuring the last hour, should do so, without 
being swayed by the knowledge of the condition of 
liie ballots previously deported. I believe this to be 
the true intention of the election laws of our Com- 
monweallii ; and it was evidently for this reason thM 
Congress has lately passed a law, requiring that the 
Pi'esidentiid election shall be held on the same day 
tteroughoiit tiie Union, in order that, on this most im- 
p0rtant question, one State may not be unduly influ- 
enced by the vote of another. 

There is a high moral dignity and grandeur in the 
iqpectacle of independent citizens going to the polls to 
exercise that most valuable of all ri^ts, the right of 
suffrage according to the dictates of their bestinformed 
jodgments. It is the subUmest, the god-like act of 
the sovereign authority of the popular voice. But 
when reason is blinded, and ill-temper governs, when, 
cm the >eve of an election, specious, exaggerated, and 
agitating rumors are demgnedly sent forth, like so 
many fire-brands among thickly*«tFew6d combustible 
materials, when fake issues are raised hefore the 
jpeople, when vociferous and opprobious^ language 
is freely used at the polls, and voters piTblicly de* 
lide each other for the particular votes which Ibey 
icast, then it is apparent that a disease is raging in the 
body politic, winch the good and reflecting men, 
4^ aH parties, would be glad to^see thoroughly «exter^ 
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minated. To prevent the spreading of so noxious a 
disease, upon the first appearance of the famihar 
symptoms, is the duty, as well as the true permanent 
interest of every citizen, whether he may hold a pub- 
he or a private station. 

Deeply impressed with the force of these senti- 
ments, as applicable to every populous conununity, 
and as especially apphcable to this most excitable age, 
I deem it to be my duty, during the year in which I 
am to hold the chief executive office of this city, to 
keep away from all poUtical meetings and celebrations, 
and to refrain from doing any thing which may serve 
to identify myself with any party. 1 beheve, that the 
principal officers of large conununities can in no more 
effectual manner be the conservators of the peace and 
of the pubUc tranquihty, than by abstaining, for the 
time being, from all poUtical action and partizan effort. 
Having the general superintendence of the elections, 
they should content themselves with depositing their 
ballots in the most quiet manner, and should divest 
themselves of all interested and excited feeling, in 
order that they may perform their official duties with 
the strictest impartiahty. 

Our own community is divided into several parties, 
not one of which may be said to have the majority of 
all the voters. How necessary shall we find it to be, 
and how truly desirable to us it is, that in the conduct 
of our civic affairs, all partizan feelings should be laid 
aside. The era must of necessity come, when all the 
citizens, though differing in opinion upon matters of 
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National and of State piolicy, will) for the sake of \ 
their children, for the protection of all the common ! 
local interests cordially unite, each successive year, in 
forming a civic administration with reference only to 
the common good. These sentiments, I doubt not, 
are cherished by you. Gentlemen, who are to be asso- 
ciated with me in the city government, for the first 
year of its operation. Let us indulge the hope^ that 
in our official intercourse, we shall exhibit that mutu- 
al respect, confidence and forbearance, which fellow- 
citizens and neighbors owe to each other- By pur- 
suing such a course, we shall do much to check the 
growth of party spirit, which, when carried beyond 
iU proper limits, is the bane and disgrace of an inde^ 
pendent and enlightened people. 

As I shall become more acquainted with the minute 
details of our city afiairs, it will be my duty to make 
such suggestions to the City Council, or to either 
branch thereof, as shall seem to me to be advan* 
tageous to the pubUc interest. Such suggestions will 
not be made without due deliberation on my own 
part, and they will receive, I doubt not, all the con-^ 
siderations which they may deserve, Whatever may 
be decided upon, in the City Council or by the Board 
of Aldermen, acting by its exclusive authority, shall 
be executed by me with fideUty and prcnnptness. Let 
us keep this single object in view, to provide in a sys* 
tematic, economical, and efiectual manner, for the 
permanent interest of the city which we have chosen 
for our habitation. Having myself no ulterior views. 
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indulging no personal prejudices or preferences, but 
intending to confine my official conduct within its 
proper sphere, I shall devote the principal portion of 
my time, for the year on which I now enter, to the 
discharge of my ofiicial duty according to the best of 
my humble abihty. 

The Mayor has no vote in the Board of Aldermen, 
nor in the City Council, except when those bodies may 
be equally divided. The casting vote of a presiding 
ofiicer, on such a contingency, should not be given 
without due consideration and judgment. It should 
never be calculated upon in advance, by one side or 
the other, any farther than the reasons it may urge 
should justify such an expectation. Before exer- 
cising this prerogative, I shall feel it incumbent upon 
me to reconsider the question in controversy with 
the greatest caution, and to weigh the arguments 
submitted, with becoming deference to the opinions 
of those who may advance them. 

Gentlemen of the Board of Aldermen : — 

You are also Executive Ofliicers with me, besides 
constituting one of the legislative branches of the 
city government. All of you older than myself, and 
having had, most of you, more experience in our 
municipal affairs, I shall rely much upon your pru- 
dence and sound judgment. In the intimate rela- 
tions we must necessarily sustain toward each other, 
I shall depend upon your frank and cordial co-opera- 
tion. 
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Gendemen of the Common Council :-^ 

You are the representatives of your fellow-citizens 
residing in your respective Wards; and you are so 
chosen from and by your respective Wards, in order 
that every section of the city may secure its proper 
share of attention from your hands. To you and to 
the other branch are entrusted all the power which 
the inhabitants themselves, acting as a municipal 
body, could heretofore have lawfully exercised. 
There is a true dignity in delegated power, when 
dehberately bestowed and honestly used. This hon- 
orable^trust imposes a high obUgation. By this, and 
still more by the oath you have taken, you are bound 
to give to your constituents the benefit of your sound- 
est judgment and of your purest efforts. 

Fellow-citizens of the City Council : 

We owe it as a duty to our constituents to prove to 
them that a City Government is not heedlessly ex- 
travagant; but on the" contrary, that its essential 
element and peculiar province is to demonstrate a wise 
forecast and a sound economy, by protecting the 
pubhc treasury from the waste of useless expenditure, 
and the public property firom the ruin of neglect, by 
adopting a well-devised plan of needful improve- 
ments, and the most practicable method of carrying 
them into effect. 

Remember, also, gentlemen, that the character of 
the city of Charlestown is placed in our hands, to 
stamp upon it the first impression ; let it correspond 
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with the ancient character of the town. And, gen- 
tlemen, how noble and imposing does that character 
appear, as we trace it along through the wonderful 
events of nearly two hundred and twenty years. The 
soil on which we tread is indelibly marked with the 
eloquent tales of the past. Each ward has its pecu- 
liar glories. Ward One contains the spot where our 
forefathers first landed, the site where the first church 
was erected to the worship of God, and that Town 
Hill, where were interred the remains of the earliest 
settlers, who were swept off" by a sudden and dire 
disease. Its whole territory was once covered with 
the flames of that Revolutionary fire which burnt 
down the homes of our fathers, but which could not 
quench that patriotic fire of liberty, which warmed 
their hearts during that memorable but disheartening 
scene. Ward Two contains the celebrated battle- 
field, nourished by the blood of heroes ; a portion 
of which is set) apart forever, as consecrated ground ; 
whereon stands up an imperishable monument, 
which, in the subUmity of its holy silence, declares 
the majesty of liberty protected by equal laws. From 
the top of this monument, one may now behold, as 
far as the aided eye can extendlts vision, the accumu- 
lated evidences of a powerful, - prosperous, and 
church-going people. Ward Three contains the oid 
burial-ground, where have so long reposed, in peace- 
ful sohtude, the ashes of Harvard and of other worthy 
men of that first generation, who left the lujniries 
and blandishments of the old world ~ hedged around 
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as they were by unpalatable restraints — for the un- 
tried liberty of the new ; and where each succeeding 
generation, even to our own, has deposited the re- 
mains of those who, in their day, served well their 
town and their country. This ward bears on its 
front that sightly eminence, the highest of all our 
beautiful hills, the real Bunker Hill, which gave its 
significant name to the most eventful battle which an- 
cient or modern history has recorded. 

Our whole territory is indeed classic ground. No 
city on the face of the earth, in proportion to its ex- 
tent and population, has so many features of such 
attractive interest to the intelligent stranger. Thou- 
sands, and tens of thousands, each year come to visit 
our famous localities. May the character of our 
citizens never be a reproach to the soil on which they 
daily tread. But when the curious traveller, who 
shall linger with admiration about these scenes — 
which time will serve only to deepen with interest — 
shall stop, also, to make pertinent inquiries hke 
these : " What sort of people are they who now dwell 
on this goodly heritage ? Is their character in keep- 
ing with the wide-spread fame which the place so 
justly acquired in olden time ? Are they lovers of 
justice, of order, and of equal laws? Are they truly 
grateful to a beneficent Providence for the peculiar 
privileges vouchsafed to them ? " May there ever 
come forth, from this vicinity, from this ancient Com-- 
monwealth, from our beloved Union, one harmonious 
response, in language hke the following : " The men 
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who inhabit this world-renowned city are, in all re- 
spects, worthy of their sires ; they do still reverence 
the God of their fathers ; they are a goodly people,, 
whose God is the Lord." 

G. Washington Warren. 
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USURY. 



Infant City of Charlestown, 

Mass., June 27, 1848/ 
To the Honorable 

Theron Metcalf : — 
^ Dear Sir; I see that you and the 

Honorable Horris Mann are the authors of the Revised 
Statutes of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, pass- 
ed Nov. 4, 1835. You ivill please permit me to aak 
your opinion as to interest on money and usury. Chap. 

55, page 307. 

Sec. 1. The interest of money shall continue to be at the 
rate of six dollars and no more, for one hundred dollars for a year, 
and at the same rate, for a greater or less sum, and for a longer or 
shorter time. 

Sec. 2. No contract or assurance for the payment of money 
with interest at a greater rate than is allowed by the proceeding 
section, shall be thereby rendered void, but whenever, in any ac- 
tion brought on such contract or assurance, it shall appear, upon a 
special plea to that effect, that a greater rate of interest has been 
directly or indirectly taken, or received, than is allowed by law, 
the defendant shall recover his full costs, and the plsjjntiff shall 
forfeit three fold the amount of the whole interest received or ta- 
ken, and shall have judgment for the balance only, which shall re- 
main due after deducting said three fold amount. 
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Sec. 3. Whenever a greater rate of interest than is allowed 
by law, shall have been paid, the party paying the same may re- 
cover back three fold the amount of the whole interest paid either 
by an action of debt or by a bill in chancery, provided, that such 
action or bill shall be prosecuted within two years from the time 
when the said interest shall have been paid. 

Sec. 4. In the trial of any election, wherein it shall appear by 
the pleadings, that the fact of unlawful interest having been taken or 
recovered, is put in issue, it shall be lawful for the debtor, the cred- 
itor being living, to become a witness, and he shall be admitted as 
such, and the creditor, if he shall offer his testimony, shall also be 
admitted as a witness, together ' with £ ny other legal evidence that 
may be introduced by either party. 

Now sir, I have known this usury business in the state 
of Massachusetts for the past 44 years, and have been a 
payer of usury more or less for said 44 years, but never 
could get any redress. Now, in the first place, I dispise 
taking any redress without this usury has been outrageous 
exorbitant. The manner that this usury has been takef} 
in Massachusetts, is this, there has been notes made by 
promise and endorse, and then the notes are sold or pre- 
tended to be sold by a broker, or usurer ; tliis they say 
evades the law, it is no matter how much the broker 
takes if he takes three times the amount of usury that he 
sells the note for, and you can prove it, or if he puts the 
note into his own pocket; another way is this, — the mer- 
chant, the trader, artist, contractor, operatives and work- 
ing men have notes due to them all over the country, and 
when it is a short time for money as they say, and tlic 
banks &c., will not discount a dollar only for their beloved 
favorites, and these favorites are said usurers and brokers. 
As they favor said banks to part of the premium, and 
these bank usurers and brokers can make it a short time 
for money all the time, and the merchants, traders, artists, 
operatives and workingmen cannot help themselves, they 



are completely in the power of these men. The rate 
that these fair and honorable merchants, traders, artists, 
operatives and working men &c., tax bundles of said 
notes that they hold, to said usurers and brokers, and said 
usurers and brokers charge them a quarter to a half per 
cent, per day, and will hold three times the amount that 
they loan to said merchants &c. &c. ; you will ask why 
they give so much usury, 1 will answer you. Said mer- 
chants &c. have notes and drafts to pay on said days to 
the banks &c., and if they do not pay them by 2 o'clock 
on said days, tliey are protested, and they are all dead 
men ; and this thing is done up by said usurers, brokers 
and the banks. This usury amounts to one and to two 
hundred per cent, per year. This usury baffles all calcu- 
lation in the best men of fair and honorable business in 
iSilassachusetts, and leaves them all in despair of ever ris- 
ing again. 

In the years 1834 to 1840, it was computed by sound 
calculators that there was over sixty million of dollars paid 
yearly in the usury in the city of Boston and its vicinity 
alone, and you will see that it is done more ; there is at 
least one million of dollars changing hands daily in Boston 
and its vicinity. Now this usury at 25 per cent and it 
will average all of that, and this will only take four days 
to make a million of usury. Now can this be called a 
healthy state of currency in Massachusetts ? No, No; to 
see your enterprising merchants, traders, artists, working 
men &c. &c., bleed to death by these usuries, daily. Thp 
Massachusetts recorders tell what it is ; that 95 out of 
every 100 of these men die bankrupts, beggars and vaga- 
bonds; these 5 Jasonshave won all the fleece of these 95 
beggars &c. It is the regular and fair currency that 



makes all nations happy, glorious and noble. Our mother 
country England, is particular with their currency, Eng- 
land could not exist a year with Massachusetts usury ; we, 

/ as a nation, are lent and mad with speculation and pecu- 
lation, the one over the other ; it seems to be our genius, 
education, customs and fashions of our days ; the few 
se^ns to want all the wealth, magnificence, self fame and 
assumption of power over the maiiy ; there seemls to be 
no satisfying these userers ; they seem to want to grasp the 
whole world. Now you see that full half of the real cs- 

y tate in Boston and its vicinity is mortgaged. Now, 
where are all these men to get the money to pay said 
mortgages. They cannot get it of the banks, not a dol- 
lar ; they pay these usurers the last dollar as long as they 
can; why, their estates must go under the hammer, and 
they must be bankrupts and beggars, with their families 
•at their heels. There is no chance, laws mow ; unless 
they can pay 50 per cent, they must go to jail and stay 
their time out ; will these usurers, banks or mortgagees 
help them, then there will be something new under the 
sun if they will. 

Goverernor Everett set this matter right of imprison- 
ment for debt in his address of 1836, to the Massachu- 
setts Legislature. He told them that Judge Marshall, the 
Chief Justice of the United States government said that 
it was unconstitutional to put a man or woman to prison 
for debt. If they had nothing to pay, that they could not 
aiid did not promise to give up their liberty. A man can 
no more give, or promise, or sell his liberty, than he can 
promise to sell or give up his right in the kingdom of 
heaven. Governor Everett will receive the gratitude of 
millions of men and women for this humane and noble act 



of his in said Legislature. But I cannot tell how many 
counsellors, lawyers, justices and officers will thank him 
for it, that have got their living for the past 44 years by 
this. cruel unconstitutional practice. 

Usury is non assistance, and ingratitude ; ingratitude 
and non-assistance God ajid every god-hke man abhores. 
All the Almighty God of the universe commands or wishes 
of man, is to assist his fellow-man on this, his earth. 
What other place is there for man to assist his feUow-maii. 
Surely, man will not want any assistance from his fellow- 
man in the kingdom of heaven. This one word assist- 
ance, embraces all the pure christian virtues, and all that 
the God of the Universe commands or wishes of all the 
beings he ever made or ever will make. 

It was usury that sunk ancient Tyrus in the midst of the 
s»eas with all his riches, magnificence, self fame and pow- 
er. It was usury that burnt up modern Rome in the fire 
of &ction. And it will be usury that will destroy this 
American Repubhc with the fire of faction. See, see the 
state of this one vast nation of ours. We see now but 
one fire of faction from one end of the the country to the 
other, fiUed with Mark Antony politicians, all in hot pur- 
suit for the white house, with their party men at their 
heels, for riches, magnificence, self fame and assumption; 
for power, for offices of honor and profit. Where are 
them mighty counsellors, chieftains, warriors and soldiers 
of the American Revolution ; Franklin, Washington and 
all their associates ; they are not here now. Where is 
the mighty Fr?uiklin to assist all our young men with 
equal rights and equal facilities; they are turned into 
Shylocks of usury ; the pound of flesh .will not satisfy our 
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usury ; all the flesh and lands will not satisfy them; they 
seem to wish and want to grasp the universe. 

Was there ever a people's lot so goodly situated as the 
American people. We are located in a goodly land <* flow- 
ing with milk and honey." We see our fields of grain 
bowing down their heads to the reapers for us — ^we see 
the cattle on the thousand hills, fitting themselves for us— 
we see the fowls of heaven coming down for us — we see 
the fishes in the seas coming up from the deep — deep 
seas, to feed us by day, and light us by night — we see the 
fine wines of Galia floating to us — we see our store hou- 
ses loaded with every thing for us, so that all can have 
enough — so that men and beasts can all be supplied. 
Not even a cat or dog but could have their three meals 
per day ; yet where is there a people so ungrateful as the 
American people. Avarice and power seems to be our 
ruling passion. 

See the book of the prophet Ezekiel, the son of Ba- 
zi in the land of the Chaldeans, by the river of Chebar, 
and the word of the Lord came unto him expressly; 
please to read the 18th, 27th and 28th Chapters, and 
there you will see the Lord Gods opinion of usury, and 
the downfall of Tyrus, and the prince of Tyrus. Ezekiel 
said, the word of the Lord come again unto me saying : 
" Now thou son of man take up a lamentation for Tyrus 
and the prince of Tyrus. Thus saith the Lord God, Oh 
Tyrus, thou hast said I am of perfect beauty, &c. Son 
of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, thus saith the Lord 
God, because thy heart is Ufted up and hast said I am a 
God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas, 
yet thou art a man and not God, though thou set thine 
heart as the heart of God, &c." John A. Bolles, Esq. 
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Counsellor at law, No. 10, Court street, Boston, wrote a . 
treatise in favor of usury, in 1837, and had permission 
from the Hon. Abbott Lawrence and Henry Lee to lean 
on them to support him in his doctrine of usury laws. 
Mr BoUes seems to challenge the God of the universe 
and all his holy Bible, that he is correct, and that the Al- 
mighty God is mistaken in this usury business, when eve- 
ry word in said Bible, from beginning to end, is dead 
set against usury. Mr. BoDes seems to think that if all 
vestments was, taken from usury, money would be more 
plenty &c. So it was with Massachusetts Legislators — 
some of them — ^last session. But they all may depend that 
the God of the universe is correct on this usury case, if 
no other. • 

Mr. Metcalf, I do not wish you to commit yourself in 
this case of usury in any way whatever ; but if you can 
give me your opinion on what I have stated within, viz : 
if there is a way to get any justice by the laws of Massa- 
chusetts, where usury has been taken most unreasonable 
large? — for this is a subject that we are all interested in, 
that wish well to this republic, and the just rights of all. 
If you see fit to give me any answer to this letter, you 
will please to send it by the Charlestown Post Office ; if 
not, you will please to return it by the said Post Office. 
Yours, &c. JOS. THOMPSON. 

Mr BoUes has ransacked all the Old and New Testa- 
ment in trying to prove his morality of usury, and usury 
laws. We shall not attempt to follow him in all his wind- 
ings andtwistings and perverting of the true meaning of th^ 
word of the God of the universe, in both of His Testaments, 
but simply say, that we have all mistaken the tiw^ \sv^'«sjl- 
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^ ing of His two Books, as it respects usury and usury laws, 
and that we all doubt that He is a God of mercy and not of 
sacrifice, for I cannot find in both of His Testaments by 
His Holy Prophets, that He or they approve of usury, at 
least, the Massachusetts Shylock usury. I grant him 
that a reasonable amount of increase or interest, and this 
reasonable interest should always be regulated according 
to the fair and equal business in the state or place where 
it is taken. 

Mr. Bolles is very incorrect in saying that money is 
like all kinds of commodities, such as wares, merchandise 
and all kinds of goods — such as the staples, goods of life 
and the fancy goods of Ufe. The great mass of the peo- 
ple of Massachusetfc are not compelled to purchase the 
staples of life at this Shylock usury of 108 per cent profit; 
unless there is a famine in our land, they will always be 
at a fair business price, if the crops be fair to middUng, 
and the fancy and useless articles of Ufe will be at a low 
rate, but the great mass of the poor and oppressed can 
y live on these staples of life very cheap, and dispense with 
all these fancy articles, and save their good morals. 

But it is not so with the , wants of money. The five 
Jason Shylocks of Massachusetts have all the power put 
into their hands to oppress and crush the ninety-five poor 
bankrupts and beggars into their mother earth. In this 
power to oppress said 95 out of every 100, is given to 
these five beautiful Jasons out of every 100, by what is 
called our first class men and judges of our land ; and it 
seems that there is no just laws in Massachusetts that can 
be brought to bring any rehef to said ninety-five out o^ 
every one hundred oppressed. So say the judges and 
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lawyers; — so yqu say Mr Foreman; — so you all say Gen^ ^ 
tlemen of the 'Jury. 

Now I appeal to the miUions of men, women and chil- 
dren in Massachusetts that have been so oppressed for the 
past forty years— of merchants, traders, artists, operatives 
and workingmen — ^if they had not rather have been born 
into this world an African slave and sold to the southern 
planter if he was a humane master, than be a Massachu- 
setts slave to these five beautiful Shylocks that I have 
named above. You see on the southern slave that has a 
humane master, a beautiful, serene, calm, placid smile. 
You see on the Massachusetts bankrupt beggar, a death- 
like gloom that he carrys with him down to his grave. I 
here wish to say, that I think there are many masters in 
the south that are very oppressive to their slaves or ser- 
vants, as well as at the north, but is there not as much hu- 
manity at the south as at the north. We at the north 
seem to have great sympathy for the southern slaves or 
servants. We can shed crocodile tears, and sigh and 
weep audibly in pubhc places, for them southern negro 
slaves, or servants ; and here let me say that it is thoughtjby 
many great divines, that a slave and a servant mean the 
same thing in God's Bible. The Rev. learned in God's 
Scriptures, Mr B., of Charlestown, says that he thinks 
that they mean the same thing, as he finds that the Apos- 
tle Paul said that he was a slave unto Christ. 

I understand that the Hon. John A. BoUes is considered 
one of the best Democratic Republicans they have in 
Boston — a man of the pure principles and acts of Frank- 
lin and Washington, and such like men. He wants the 
great mass of the people in the whole world to have 
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^ humane and equal and just laws^ — equal a^^ just adminis- 
tration of said just laws, and equal and fai^fticilities. 

Now we come to the sympathy of our humane gentle- 
men at the north, for their servants and slaves ; but we 
find that we all have more oppression for them than sym- 
pathy, according to our kind of reUgion. Not a sigh, a 
tear or a groan, for our own northern bankrupts. Are 
there no sequels with us at the north for our great sympa- 
thy for the southern slaves. 

Usury commenced its spoihng ravages in Massachu- 
setts about 1805, and has been on the increase ever since. 

Perhaps the humane gentlemen and judges in Massa- 
chusetts are not fully acquainted with the manner of tak- 
ing this high usury in Massachusetts. In the first place all 
the great mass of the people, rich and poor, and middUng 
class, are excited and stimulated by the rich and great 
usurers, to go into all the desperate speculations and pe- 
culations, great and small of the days; which seems to be our 
; genius and high education. Then the rich and the great 
usurers when they have got all under them in the great 
mass, with these mad speculations and peculations, one 
over the other, they spring their traps of usury on 
this great mass of the people, and these five Jasons that 
have won all tlie fleece from the ninety-five bankrupts 
are called a cluster of beauties by all the great men, hke 
tlie Hon John A. BoUes, in Massachusetts. Then will 
these holy, pious and pure rich Jasons pray most fervent- 
ly, hot, boiling prayers to Qur General and State Govern- 
ments, for banks to help on with all kinds of fair and 
honorable business for fair honorable business men, as 
they say, when at the same time all the rich Jason Shy- 
lock usurers do not mean to let the great mass of fair, 
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honorable, bujpiotess men have a dollar if they can help it; 
they mqan talbAre all these fair facilities among them- ' 
selves, and their particular favorites and friends of the 
greatest usurers in large speculations and peculations- 
Some of the greatest statesmen and poUticians in these vast 
United States, of both of the great parties in politics 
have urged and exerted themselves to get the NatioDal 
Bank and all Banks, as they most sincerely thought, for the 
good of the whole mass in these vast United States, But 
how have these best of statesmen and pohticians been 
used ? Why, they have had to bear all the odium and dis- 
grace of such men as the Hon, John A. Bplles. And such 
men have filled their own pockets out of the great mass of 
the people. Every fool knows that a fair currency is the 
hfe and soul of every commercial, manufacturiug and ag- 
riculturing country like ours. But if the officers of said 
banks have not a spark of the virtues of patriotism of and 
for the great mass in said nation, but choose to put every 
dollar of the money into their, and their own particular 
friend's pockets, what can the best of statesmen and poh- 
ticians do for their nation ? When the United States Bank 
was in operation, the last of it, the head of said bank gave 
all the officers and agents fuU power to sell all their mo- 
ney to the fair and hohest business men at two per cent, 
per month, and over, on all the Jewish rialtors in this 
vast nation, and put the money into their own pockets. 
But such high and honorable men as the Hon. John A. 
BoUes say, that is all right, this is pure Democratic Re- 
publicanism in their way of thinking. So it is, and has 
been, with all the state and other banks that was got up 
with these false pretensions. In 1834 to 1840, six years, 
it was computed by sound calculators that over sixty mil- 
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lions yearly was paid in usury in Massachusette, more than 
*six per cent, over lawful interest; and mxm of this usury 
has been paid on the Boston Jewish rialtos. And how 
is it now on those same rialtos ? Why, more than that has 
been paid the last year. 1 appeal to the millions of fair 
and honorable business men in Boston, how is this usury 
paidP why thus: 

The banks make a short stop and say that they cannot 
discount a single dollar to the fair and honest business men. 
But do they not discount— how do they pay all their expen- 
ses, their banking principles, their favorite officers, usury, 

/ &c. ? O yes, they discount to them very freely and to the 
large speculators and peculators in railroads and all mad 
speculation, but not a dollar to the fair and honorable trad- 
er, operative or workingmen. 

And how does these fair traders, operatives and work- 
ingmen get along in these days ; they must pay their notes 
and drafts, at sigh, or they are all ruined men. . Why they 
all do the best they can ; they go to the banks for assis- 
tance, and the bank officers tell them that they cannot help 
them to a dollar, that they feel bound, and must dis- 
count every dollar they can to all the desperate specula- 
tors in Railroads &c. &c., as they are the only men that 
have supported them through thick and thin. Well, what 
do all these fair merchants, traders, artists, operatives and 
working men do next ? why, they all go endorcers to the 
humane usurers and brokers of Massachusetts ; and they 
seem to be very sorry for all their situations, and say that 
they think the times must be better soon — that they can't 
hold so much longer — but it is wholly out of their power 
to help them without they can bring a note with as good 

y a name on the back of it as the Hon. P. C. Brooks ; then 
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they may probably get the money at two per cent, per 
month, if tliey will allow them as brokers, one per cent, per 
month ; so that the Hon. John A. BoUes and the judges 
of the land will say that there is no usury in all this. 
Or there is another way for you poor devels and fallen 
angels to do, if you cannot bring me as good a name 
as the Hon. P. C. Brooks or the Hon. E. Frances; and 
we don't suppose you poor devels of fair and honorable 
merchants, traders, artists, operatives and workingmen, 
can get such names as I have mentioned above. 

Well, may it please your honor, what is the other way 
that we are to do, for our notes or drafts are due and they 
must come up before 2 o'clock this day, or we are al| 
ruined men ? Why, go back to your stores or shops, you 
boobies and stupid fellows, and bring us all your country 
notes il is no matter if there is a peck measure full of 
good notes ; so much the better says the humane broker, 
and we will help you out of this scrape. So all these 
fair, honest and honorable merchants, traders, artists op- 
eratives and working men are shaved daily. These bro- 
kers say that all of them must pay a quarter per cent, per 
day, and leave their peck measures of good notes, which 
perhaps it has cost their life time of hard labor to get 
them ; all these must be pledged for the payment of the 
money that these men pay for, that they get that day, 
for the notes and drafts must be paid when due or they 
are all ruined, as every business man knows ; the next day 
there is another note or draft to pay. So they go as above, 
first to these humane banks and then to the humane bro- 
kers. So that these good, but poor devels are ate out of 
house and home in a very short time, and die Massachu- 
setts bankrupts and beggars, as the Massachusetts report- 
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ers have reported, for the last 40 years that — 95 out of 
every 100 of these fair honorable business merchants, tra- 
ders, artists, operatives and working men have died by 
Massachusetts wanton usury. These brokers will not 
give any receipts for all said county or town notes that 
are left as collateral security, and often advance on the 
owners a half per cent, per day, which amounts to over 
216 per cent, per year ; as the lawyers tell these brokers 
not to give any receipts, if they do, it will amount to 
usury. Every art is used by the lawyers and bankers 
to wrong the honest and fair traders, &c., out of 
their last shilling, when these bankers and lawyers have 
loaned this money to these very brokers, to bleed these 
fair merchants, traders, artists, operatives and working 
men to death daily, I have known the greatest statesmen . 
and politicians in this nation to go and fall down at the 
feet of these brokers and ask them how long they may 
live; and these brokers have named the rate of usury to 
them, and that has told them the time they might Uve on 
this earth. Yet the Hon. John A. Bolles says that there 
is no such thing as democratical and republican usury in 
Massachusetts — ^that the usurers in Massachusetts are all 
pure saints, pure judges and pure lawyers, and as chaste 
and cool as the northern icicles for justice. And the 
Hon. Abbot Lawrence and the Hon. Henry Lee, and 
such like men in Massachusetts, allow such men as the 
Hon. John A. Bolles, No. 10, Court street, Boston, to lean 
on them for support in the highest usury. Usury in Massa- 
chusetts has come to this pass ; the man that draws a hand- 
cart up to the richest man with his millions, is using it in the 
highest usury, and they have the sanction of all the rich- 
est men and greatest judges and lawyers so to do. There 



17 

is not five kwyers or judges in Massachusetts that will 
side with the oppressed in usury. So that as a man fall- 
eth in usury, so he must lay till the last trumpet sounds. 
The Hon. John A. Bolles says, why should a living 
man complain of the just punishment for his sins. By 
not paying these lawful usurers the just amount of their 
usury, Mr Bolles has ^rt:ablished the laws of usury in Mas- 
sachusetts, by saying that nothing can be more manifest 
than this subject is. One of a strictly private and per- 
sonal nature, on which every one has the right of unfet- 
tered judgment and conduct. And if any one, whether 
individual or society — whether government, judicial, leg- 
islative or executive, see fit to interfere, my only and 
sufficient reply, (is very polite, an elegant reply) is to 
each and all of them, distinctly and particularly, none 
of your business. See Mr Bolles under thfe head in his 
treatise on usury and usury laws. — (See his treatise.) 

I received as kind an answer from Judge Metcalf as I 
could reasonably expect, considering the particular situa- 
tion that he is in, as Judge of the supreme court of 
Massachusetts. I know or think I know, that Judge Met- 
calf is an enemy to Massachusetts great usury, over 
and on the 95 out of every 100 of her fair and honera- 
ble merchants, traders, artists, operatives, and working- 
men and women, and the best blood of our State; and I 
shouM not wonder if more of the Judges were of his 
opinion, and some few counsellors at law, were of the 
iBame opinion, on this worse than Jewish Shylock 
usury. 

We stoile at the late Hon. remembered Preston's usury 
and close nearness, but we venerate, worship and adore 
the usury and close nearness of bur Honorable Sir 
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• ' Peter Francisco. This is our genius and high school 
L/ \ education ; we are trained from our infancy to do all this, 
and also we are trained from our infancy to abandon all 
those mighty principles and acts of Frankhn, and 
Washington,*and all such like men. Their heavenly, prin- 
ciples, to assist all young men and womten with money to 
a reasonable amount and at a fair rate of interest, to 
shove them through their earthly pilgrimage of joys and 
sorrows, toils and labor, good and evil, as wa^ intended 
at first by the only Uving and true God of the universe, 
who is Father and Mother of them all, to lead them all in 
the track and footsteps of these mighty men that 1 have 
named above, through all their earthly pilgrimages to 
the Kingdom of Heaven, to rest them all from their earth- 
ly labors^ toils and sorrows in immortal Ufe and endless 
happiness. With their own Father God, we all see here, 
that it was intended at first by the God of the universe, 
that <^ all men, women and children of all colors and blood, 
and all serpents too, should labor with their hands, and by 
sweat of their faces shalt thou eat thy bread ;" so it was 
decreed by God to every man; and to the women H6 said, 
" I will greatly multiply Ijiy sorrow, and in conception and 
sorrow thou shalt bring forth children, and thy desire shall 
be to thy husband and he shall rule over thee." So we see 
that is the case of all women, and so with the serpents, "o» 
thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the 
days of thy life. And Adam called his wife's name Eve 
because she was the mother of all living." But we see it was 
not intended by the God of the universe, that the five Ja- 
son, out of every one hundred should have all the fleece 
of the labor of ninety-five working men of fair Massa^ 
. chusetts teaders, artists, and operatives. Notwithstand- 
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ing the opinion of the Hon. John A. Bolles, Counsellor 
at law, No. 10, Court Street, Boston, and his company 
of honorable Boston usurers. Perhaps it would be as 
well for us to read the whole of the holy Bible, like ra- 
tional beings; as the sons and daughters ofMhe only one 
living and true God of the universe ; and as joint heirs to 
this heavenly inheritance, without any prejudice whatev^ 
er, for how are we to know good from evil, only by con- 
trast of this, our earthly state from our Heavenly state 
that is to be, when this God of the universe sees fit to 
place us all there. 

Since I became a free-holder forty-five years ago, I 
have noticed, after these business men have been com- 
pletely used up, as the brokers say, with this Boston 
usury, some of them have turned brokers and usurers 
of the worst sort themselves. I have asked said usurers 
and brokers how it was possible for said young men to 
pay so high usury to them, when they all know said usury 
had eat them up ahye, as it were, and they alt told me, 
to a man, that it was impossible for all these young men 
to do it — that they would all be consumed by it — ^but 
they must have a living among the Boston sharks, and if 
they did not take this great usury, other Boston sharks 
would. Now, this high usury has got to be a very high 
education in Boston and its vicinity. All these men that 
have been used up by these honorable usurers, are com- 
pelled to venerate, worship, and adore all the worst 
of them by pure necessity, not by their free will and ac- 
cord, for these five Jason usurers and brokers have them 
completely in their power. As all the laws, lawyers, and 
some of the Judges say amen, so mote it be. These five 
Jasons, out of every one hundred, can sink them all in 
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Noah^s jObod) or burn them all up in the Mark Antony fire 
of a Roman faction of usury. They must bow down to 
these men and beg of them a little corn, as the Romans 
did to their usurers, or as Shylock — ^beg that he might be 
hung at the States charge. 

I am told by a gentleman in Boston, that the Hon. Ab* 
bott Lawrence, at one time, in his business, was so situa^ 
ted, that he had to stop, rather than put himself into these 
high usurer's hands, and he shew bis great wisdom ; and , 
so has many other truely wise men done, and they all 
shew their great wisdom, for if they had come into these 
high usurer's hands, they would all now be bankrupts and 
beggers, as we are. 

I expect you will say, Mr Adams, I am running myself 
against the lions and sharks of our days, but I cannot help 
it; ^something leads me forth of doors,' as Cinna the Roman 
said. I will say to you, as Greneral Jackson said to his 
dupes and brave men, — "I take the responsibility ;" but 
now all the high and wise gentlemen of this great and 
honorable city of Boston say to the great mass, go usury 
the whole hog ! The Massachusetts legislative govern- 
ment, or the Massachusetts judiciary and executive gov* 
ernment are passing judgment and making laws on the 
shameful usury, in Massachusetts, when the Hon. John A. 
BoUes tells them all, that is none of their business, in 
a very polite way. See his treatise on usury and usury 
laws, December, 1837, No. 10, Court street, Boston. It 
is all a humorist and humbug. 

Why did Messrs. Metcalf and Mann make all this fuss 
and cast of time and money about nothing, when they 
knew before that the opinion of the Hon. Messrs. BoUes, 
Lawrence and Lee, on usury, was law and gospel in Mas- 
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mdiusettsf' Why did the Massachusetts Legislature 
sat hainmeniig so long on this usury question^ when they 
all knew the opinion of Messrs. BoUes, Lawrenee aiKl Lee,, 
on usury, in Massachusetts? Or why did the Massachu- 
setts Judiciary and Executive government see fit to inter- 
fere with this usury business, when they all fiiUy knew the 
opinion of the Hon. John A. BoUes, Abbott Lawrence and 
Henry Lee ? Why, they all knew it was a hoax on travel- 
lers in Massachusetts ; that usury was to be increased to 
the highest rate, in order to accommodate the army of 
lawyers in Massachusetts. For strike out ususy and seven 
out of eight of the lawyers in Massachusetts would die a 
natural death. Usury and the lawyers in Massachusetts 
go hand in hand together to heaven, or to Maiden. King 
Richard the III sai^^^^ fight gentlemen of England, fight 
brave yeoman, or spear your horses to the hilt." 

And do you, young gentlemen of Charlestown, want to 
see a new army of them cover your whole land? if so, 
your high education, that you talk so much about, will pro^ 
duce you nothing but a host of lawyers and churlish 
priests. 

This was my reason for writing to Judge Metcalf to get 
his opinion on usury in Massachusetts, as he and Mr. -Mann 
made the new usury law in their Revised Statutes of Mas- 
sachusetts, in which they say — ^money, in Massachusetts, 
ahall be six per cent, a year, and not six per cent, a month ; 
and no more directly or indirectly ; but the devil of it is, 
what does this indirectly mean, in Massachusetts ? why, I 
expect it means just nothing at all, and is only to feed the 
Massachusetts Lawyers to a double fee ; for if you ask 
them if there is no redress for this shamefuLusury, they 
will tell you that you can get back three times the amount 
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of this shameful usury and extortion, and the very next 
hour they will tell the extortioner that he should have taken 
three times the amount of usury ; and, also, that the laws 
of Massachusetts were so fixed that they would support 
him in it. 

Young men and young women of Massachusetts, are 
you all ripe for such a state of things as this? if you are, 
lay out all your money and means for this high school ed- 
ucation and high professional men with all this high edu- 
cation, and my word for it, the next generation will have 
more high education and pride, than bread and the sta- 
ples of life. 

We see the Massachusetts Legislature and judicial 
and executive governments, for the past years, have been 
very busily at work, and in a very great hurry, in making 
exclusive rights to help the few and destroy the many ; we 
see all the laws are to help the lawyers and destroy 
the great mass of the people, according to God Almi^ty 
one system, and Dr. Franklin's one system to assist the 
great mass ; we see that they have the whole control in 
the legislature, they can make all the laws to suit them- 
selves and the piece officers to their full fees. In our leg- 
islature they have done away with the Insolvent Act, pure- 
ly to assist themselves and their under officers. It is so 
fixed now, I understand, that no man or woman can go 
into chancery and take the benefit of the insolvent act, un- 
less he or she can pay fifty cents on a dollar. Now what 
justice is there in this ; after a man or woman has been 
shaved out of the last dollar by the authorised laws, how 
can they pay 50 cents on a dollar of their debts ? They 
cannot, and are consequently informed that they must go to 
goal, unless, as they are told, their friends will pay, rather 
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than see them go to prison, — When a man or a woman 
is shaved out of the last dollar by this authorised usury 
they will have about as many friends as King Lear had, 
after having divided his three kingdoms between his two 
daughters! 

Now here appears in this dark cloud of Massachusetts 
despotism the beautiful bow of Governor Everett's mercy. 
On this subject of imprisonment for debt, Mr. JEverett io 
his address to the legislature, in 1836, stated that, it ww 
unconstitutional to put a man or woman to prison for 
debt, if they have nothing to pay, and cited Chief Justice 
Marshall's opinion of the United States Courts to prov^^i 
it; and the Hon. Justice's opinion was that, no man or wo^. 
man ever promised to give up their liberty to be imprish 
oned, and that they could not do it, any more than they 
could promise to give up their righ and liberty in the 
kingdom of Heaven ; this right is hid with the God of the 
universe from all earthly creditors. Mr. Everett lost 
his office as Governor the next year for this act of hu- 
manity to the milhons of poor bankrupts, but he received 
the heavenly gratitude of millions of his fellow beings for 
this act of humanity, and his name stands embalmed 
for this act, like the name of Washington, of immortal 
glory. I have no doubt that he now thinks this act of 
humanity, the happiest act of his Ufe. 

But the lawyers and chief priest and all the profession- 
al men and petty officers sought his life, as they did Jesus 
of Nazareth, for the many humane acts that he did for a 
world of sinners, and these professional men and petty offi- 
cers to Governor Everett. The Hon. John A. fioll^s 
very politely told judge Metcalf and the Hon. Horace 
Mann, and the Massachusetts legislature, and all the judi- 
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cial and executive, and all m power and office in Mas- 
achusetts, that it was none of their business ; and these 
professional gentlemen it was that put governor Ever- 
ett out of office as governor of Massachusetts, the coming 
year. He might say as Jesus of Nazareth said, **for which 
of these humane acts do you stone me." If Jesus of Naz- 
areth and Saint Paul were now to come on this earth, 
tKese chief priests, elders and professional men and petty 
officers would crucify them for their humane good acts. 
I do not think that they would put them to death by cru- 
elly nailing their hands and feet to a cross, as capital pun- 
ishment is unfashionable now in Massachusetts ; but I 
think the lawyers, chief Priests, elders and petty officers 
of Massachusetts, would put them in the State prison for 
life, for these humane good acts unto a world of bank- 
rupts. This is my opinion of Massachusetts professional 
humanity, and I cannot help my opinion of what I see of 
them in llieir devotion, hanging to the last, to the worst 
of usury. It was not the mass of the poor that put Grov- 
emor Everett out of office ; it was the professional men, 
they could not bear to see a single hair of their power of 
oppression to the great mass of the poor, taken from them. 
I do not think Jesus of Nazareth was a divine person, 
equal with God his Father and our Father, and Father of 
all the beings that he ever made. My opinion of Jesus 
of Nazareth is the same as Dr. Franklin's opinion was in 
the last hours of his life, when he was questioned by Dr. 
Stiles, president of Yale College, as to his belief in Chris- 
tianity — ^^for Dr. Franklin was pumped by all the partialist 
of bigoted religionist as to his belief in Christianity — ^he 
told Dr. Stiles he believed Jesus of Nazareth was the most 
moral man that ever appeared on this earth, or that would 
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e?er appear on this earth, but as to his divinity as a God, 
being equal with God, he did not beUeve it. Now my 
opinion is fully with Dr. Franklin ; I want no better guide 
in pure Christianity, pure politics, and impure Massachu* 
setts high usury. I believe that Jesus of Nazareth was 
the most moral man that ever appeared on this earth 
doing good acts, or ever will. But I do not believe that 
he was a divine person— equal with God — ^but a man en- 
dowed with extra moral virtues ; that he was sent into this 
world, in his time, to reveal the real character of the God 
of the universe, his father and our father, and father of all 
the beings he ever made or ever will make. This mixing 
Jesus of Nazareth with the God of the universe, as being 
equal, you will see makes witch-work of all pure Christi- 
anity. The true, living God says to the universe — ^^Thou 
shalt have no other God beside me ; I am the only hving 
and true God ; look unto me all ye ends of the earth and 
be ye all saved with my everlasting salvation." Jesus said 
himself, that he could do nothing only by the power of 
him that sent him. We see in ancient and modem history 
that God did, in all times, send his holy vutues and moral 
prophets and prophetess's into the world to reveal and de- 
clare his real character. As a God of assistance unto all 
on this his earth, in their pilgrimage of joys and sorrows, 
toils and labors, through their earthly state, all these good 
prophets and prophetess's — all men and women, were on- 
ly acting as agents for God. Dr. Franklin was a good 
moral prophet and acted as God's agent in his time and 
day. Did he not assist and do good to all ? Did he not 
help young men, women and children, in a christian way, 
by loaning them money at a fair rate of interest, to help 
them all into and through Ufe? Gentlemen, and Shybck 
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usurers on the Massachusetts rialtosi, go, even now, and 
learn pure christian wisdom from Dr. Franklin's whole 
life ! George Washington and Dr. Franklin, and all such 
men in the American revolution, were sent by the same 
God, into this world as his agents and revealers, as W9S 
Jesus in his time ; and on the same errand and mossage, 
to declare, proclaim and make known to a world that they 
were to be rationally free, with just and equal rights ; just 
and equal facihties; just and equal laws, and the just and 
equal administiration of said just and equal laws. ^^Yet, 
Baith the house of Israel, the ways of the Lord God is not 
equal." "O house of Israel, are not my ways equal, are not 
your ways unequal? Cast away from you all you trans- 
gressions whereby ye have transgressed, and make you a 
new heart and a w^ spirit, for why will ye die. O house 
of Israel, I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, 
saith the Lord God ; wherefore turn yourselves and live 
ye." Now this same God is speaking to us in America, 
and in the same language. Let us all repent and cast 
fLway our transgressions, and make us all a new heart and 
a new spirit, for why should we die, O house of America. 
In this hot bed of party politics, usury and unequal rights^ 
O house of ancient Charlestown ; Bunker Hill town, and 
Bunker Hill Bank in it, with such a fair and beautiful set 
of directors; all honorable men, as Mark Antony said 
about Brutus, and the rest of the conspirators. 

In reading God's Holy Bible we find this — "Thus saith 
God ; thus saith the Lord ; thus saith the Lord God." — ^ 
We should read, in all cases, the Lord as tlie agent and 
riBvealer of the God of the universe. All power in heav- 
en and earth comes from God Almighty, a divine being 
that made all in heaven and earthy that made all his bet 
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ings to have equal and just rights ; equal and just laiws, 
uid those laws equally and properly administered ; and 
3qual and just facilities in every thing in as fair a way as 
possible. Y€t ye say, O House and State House of Mas- 
sachusetts Legislature, you will make laws to disconmiode 
eighteen millions of good honest people in a fair and safe 
travel over Warren Bridge, to accommodate one million 
[>f shavers of people. O House of Massachusetts proper, 
Bay State too, why will ye die, by being drowned or burnt 
up by these devilish fires of Rail Roads ? - Shame on ye 
edl! In making Jesus of Nazareth a divine person, equal 
with God, in power, we confuse and perplex the whole of 
God's Bible. It is a sealed book unto all of us if we do 
this. It was the great sin of the children of Israel, in wor- 
shiping other gods, instead of the onijr one Uving and true 
God. If we make Jesus a divine person we confuse our- 
selves dreadfully. You have, and will have, millions of 
diving persons, in shape of priests, partialists, papists and 
protestants; orders of popes, bishops, cathohcs, &c.; for a 
bigoted partialist priest is a bigoted partialist priest, put 
wlftit kind (Tf a gown or coat on him you please. 

I have dwelt long in trying to prove that there is but one 
living and true God in the universe— only one divine per- 
son — as I think every thing rests with us on this proof 
Bdone, in this, our earthly life, and on our immortal life 
in the Kingdom of Heaven. Those calling themselves di- 
vine partialist and bigoted priest, in their religion, have piit 
forever a full stop to all pure Christianity. It is impossible 
for any man, woman or child, to approach their own God 
of the universe ; they put stumbhng blocks between them 
land their own God. O all ye partialists and priests, had 
you known what this meaneth: — that this our God of the 
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universe "will have mercy and not sacrifice," you would 
not preach your nonsemdcal doctrines in this cAUghteoed 
age. 

I wa3 struck with one of these stumbling blocks^ on 
reading a sermon of the Rev. divine Theodore Pwker, 
on immortal Ufc, dehvered in Boston, 8ept. 20th> 1846. 
Mr. Parker has some heavenly sentimenl:^ on the bigoted 
and partialist religion of the priesthood, in Boston and 
other places, such as God's repenting, revenge, anger, 
wrath, fury and rage. God is all mercy and assistance to 
overy creature he ever made, or ever will make, on this, 
his earth, or in His Kingdom of Heaven. What a child* 
tsh idea these partialists have all got of the only one living 
and true God of the universe. Mr. Parker scouts the 
heathenish sentiments of all these partialist priests in the 
world, as ungodly sentiments; — and here I agree with 
him, but I do not agree with his sentiments on Josus of 
Nazareth. Mr. Parker calls Jesus, in his sermon on im- 
mortal Ufe, Christ, and says the ^^ bravely good men in 
Boston," &c. ; and there are some not so bravely good 
men and women, we presume, in Boston and its vicinity. 
In some future age the time will come, when each of us, 
the Boston ^< bravely good men and women," shall have 
more mind and heart and soul, than Christ on earth ; more 
than all men now on earth, have ; yes, more than they, 
and all the souls of men ever passed to Heaven.' We 
shall have each one of us, more being than they all have 
had, and more truth, soul, faith, rest and bliss of hfe. We 
presume these Boston bravely good men are bravely rich 
men, and ten to one on a bet, they are brave usurers, and 
will be found the wrong side of the gulf, in Abraham'49 
bosom. For we read that it was the poor man that went 
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to Abraham's boeom ; so we read now, that the great God 
of the universe, has a very poor opinioii of the BostOQ 
usurers indeed. We see this part of Mr. Parker's ser- 
mon is a vain, flinty, fanciful thing, just calculated to 
please a vain, self-righteous, bravely rich people, liketh^ 
Boston people. Mr. Parker has very vainly helped us all 
outof this dilenuna, of a partialist priesthood; for a par* 
tialist priest, is a partial priest, if he Uves in the great city 
of Boston or the little city of North Maiden, but we will 
admit at once, Mr. Parker, that it is worth more nnmey 
to save these bravely rich men and women in this large 
city of Boston, than it is in the small city of Nordi Mai- 
den. But what faith, belief, or hope, can any of us, hcb 
or poor, have in inunortal hfe, if Jesus of Nazareth, as 
Dr. Franklin said, was the most moral man that ever apr 
peared on this earth, or ever likely to appear, if not equal, 
at least, to Mr Parker's bravely good men. When all our 
greatest Ught of immortal life of endless happiness came 
unto a world, by this man, Jesus of Nazareth, by the rev- 
elation of sacred truths from the God of the universe, to 
a sinfiil world that he is a God of mercy, and not sacri- 
fice, to a sinful world. See Mr. Parker's sermon on im- 
mortal life for yourselves, fellow citizens. Also, Dr. 
Gannett's sermon, on the inspirationof the Scriptures. I 
have not got the Doctor's sermon before me, but 1 will 
take his meaning as well as I can by recollection ; deliv- 
ered, say, February, 1847, in Boston. The doctor says 
the sufficiency of the Scriptures and the right of private 
interpretation, were the two great principles from and on 
which the protestant reformation proceeded ; they are the 
great principles to which the protestant rehgion has pro- 
fessed to adhere, ever since they were assential to rehgious 



30 

liberty. Now I slay, says the doctor, that is the only text 
which is really part to the subject. 

Peter 11, 26 ; John 16, 21. I don't know as I havegot 
the Doictor's quotations correct here, but it will not 
matt(9r in the general subject ; and the Dr. says look at 
Psabns 136, &c., the spirit of fiery vengence breathes 
through siich writings ; tell me not, says the Doctor, that 
it ii inspired language, not while a righteous and merciful 
God sits upon the thrown of the universe. Now we would 
like to get the Doctor upon the thrown of the universe of 
a righteous and merciful God, on this earth a little while, 
and then he would know what scriptural inspiration meant 
in reality, not nominally. 

Now what is scripture inspiration, Doctor ? Why, it is 
action, good or evil spirit, excitement, movement, and 
every step we take in all our hves. Our text don't say that 
the Alnrighty God of the universe gave this scripture in- 
spiration to one man or many men, but to all men, wo- 
men and children, of all colors and blood, that he ever 
made or ever will make. See Elihue, in the Book of 
Job — **for there is a spirit in man and the inspiration of 
the Almighty hath given him understanding"; but how 
very feeble does it appear to us when we confine it to fee- 
ble mortals Hke ourselves ; we must say, by all means, all 
have, or we wrong ourselves, for on this point alone rests 
the whole salvation of a world in immortal life of endless 
rest and eternal happiness. It is this something, as Cinna 
the Roman poet said, ^^that leads me forth of doors into 
the mob of murderers". After the conspirators had mur- 
dered Caesar, the mob say to him, Cinna, "who are you 
and what are you, a married man or a bachelor P answer, 
quickly, truly and wisely," Quickly, truly and wisely, he 
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answered, "I am a bachelor," "Then you desjMse al) 
married men ; pluck out his heart and set him a going !'^ 
Cinna then exclaimed, "I am Cinna the poet! I am Cia-^ 
na the poet!" "Then we will hang you for your bad 
verses." Now you see. Doctor, Cinna was inspired by 
the God of the universe to go forth of doors, for his time 
had come to pass from the world. And so with every man, 
woman and child ; this same God provides the ways and 
means to take all out of tliis world to a better one. This 
inspiration is cause, effect, way and means ; this is what i« 
meant by this God of all, "breathing into the nostrils of all 
he ever made, the breath of life, and all of them became 
living souls." Then this scripture inspiration operated on 
every one of them, from the time they came into this 
world, till they all go out to a better ; even the kingdom 
of heaven. Every one of us are inspired every momtent 
of our lives, to go forth of doors to do what we call good 
or evil. Did not this same God inspire the evil king S^ul 
to rule and govern the children of Israel, His chosen peo* 
pie, very badly, for their sins and transgressions. Do we 
not at this very moment see • the bad conduct of the late 
evil king of France, towards all his subjects. The lajte 
king of France was a great usurer ; he would not say to 
all his subjects to go their way and eat their bread in 
peace, and drink their wine with a merry heart, for that 
was all their portion and allotment under a real republi- 
can form of government ; or under a good kingly govern- 
ment. And so all these subjects were inspired to tell said 
king to go his way, and eat his bread, and drink his wine; 
not in peace, but in a civil war, the worst way in the 
world; and said king was inspired to go his way as he did* 
What a lesson our sister republic, France, is now giving 
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taa ; this American republic, to be ready for our downfall, 
and get rid of our kings and noble bad rulers. Said 
king &c. of France, were very bad usurers ; they wanted 
all the wealth, magnificence, self-fame and assumption of 
power over their subjects to their heart. Said king and 
nobles wanted all the bread and wine on the kingdom of 
earth, and the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Now, Doctor, every man that draws a hand-cart with 
fidi or lobsters in your streets in Boston, to sell, is as 
moch inspired as Marshal Tukey was, when he took Ry- 
an out of his castle by the hair of his head, on llie Sabbath 
day, to prison, unconstitutionally. The beauty and holi- 
ness of our form of government. Mid oxir heavenly naticm- 
al constitution, is, that all in it are Scriptnrely inspired to 
be rationally free, with equal and just rights, as the God 
of the universe intended. The great command from him 
is to call no man or woman common. This partial scrip- 
tural inspiration, and Mr. Parker's partially calling a por- 
tion of men and women bravely good, far above Jesus of 
Nazareth, is what has caused all the usury and all our 
troubles in this vast nation since our republican govern- 
ment was founded, and this heavenly national constitution 
was made by them heavenly men to support said govern- 
ment ; and also all the usury and trouble that we now see 
in this vast world, by such men as you and Mr. Parker's 
preaching partial scriptural inspiration, and partial good- 
ness; far above the goodness and humane morality of 
Jesus; be assured gentlemen, if you tell all these vain, 
men and women that they are so bravely good, and brave- 
ly rich, that they will soon find it out, to the injury of the 
great mass of the people, as king Richard the III. did. 
^^Bless me, the women all cried, he is born with teeth.'^ 



That is as much as to signify that I shall bite and snaii 
and play the dog, said Richard. This partial iospiratioD 
and partial bravely good men, gentlemen, places yon m) 
U^er in pure Christianity than the orthodox bigoted rd&- 
gionists, or the papist popery of the Catholics bigoted re- 
ligion, the partiahst protestant, and the partialist papest, 
in religion, are synonymou»-^the one and the same thiifeg 
in the God of the universes eye. All you gentlemen in the 
ministry, that are sent into this world by God, as agents 
for him to preach his gospel of assistance unto all his ei ea<- 
tures. As Jesus w|is sent as God's agent, or as the late 
minister Tuckerman was sent as God's agent, to preach 
and assist all, by plucking the ears of com, and pulfing 
the sheep out of the wells on die Sabbath days, and giving 
them freely unto the poor in all your parishes, as your 
late brother Tuckerman did. He went about doing 
good, all the days of his life, as Jesus of Nazareth did. 
They were both God's agents, appointed to do good unto 
a world of people. He, Mr Tuckerman, did dive into die 
cellars in Broad street, and all other places, to do good 
unto the poor and miserable unhappy beings that be* 
longed to the God of the universe. He performed nurar 
cles in this way ; but you ministers and deacons of Bob* 
ton and its vicinity, seem to want all the riches, magnifi- 
cence, self.fame and assumption of power over the great 
mass of all your hearers. You seem to wai^ to dive and 
drive into all the rich, royal palaces in the rich cities, to 
pluck all the ears of com and all the sheep for yourselves, 
alone,! — you seem to want to emass all said riches, mag- 
nificence, self-fame, and assumption of power unto your- 
selves. Were now, are your Tuckermans of our days ; 

they are as scarce as the Franklins of our days. You 
5 
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neem to want to drird tiiepoKM^of all youi panshes to tkenr 
last flhiUing^ td agrasMliHe y6iinrihre£f abne^-^yiM seem rt^ 
want to driva yow Mfb derdiali partial prrkioi}doi ,|l|| 
aitta dowi|(>tba throata of your oirn siippoitei»^yoa atHtf 
to ivlnrtfote to be palieu^esv and yotff ate* 

phmta tower to the sJties-r^fid yon deeni to wamt your 
poor parishknieils to pay lor k if it takes tlra last loaf of 
braad out of their mottlhs by yom- nsary ; for tiFhen tmh 
ry coimneiiced its spoSing ravages in Madsachiisetts in 
1^806, the ministers and deacdns of this partialist protee* 
tout reUgion, was the first to play the gpume of all fours id 
this usury. In them days^ their paridiioners could not^ 
and would not pay them but a small salary, but gsave 
diem a grant, that they might make as much as they 
dould out of usury, and many of them made snug fortunes 
by it, so that they could bring up their sons and dai^^htera 
to- this high education of usury in Massachusetts, and here 
they are with us now, like the two sons of Samuel that 
were appointed by their father to be judges to fdlow after 
Lucre, take bribes and pervert judgment I knew a 
number of MassachusettB ministers in them days timt had 
a very smaH salary, that left fortunes to hb used in thia 
giwited Massachusetts usury ; and this is where I p9^ 
stime the Hon% John A^ Bolles, Abbot Lawrence and 
Hi^nry Lee^iind all such. Hon« men get their scripture 
^Mof fbr this damnable usury in MassachusettSw But 
MQi»rs« Picker axid Gannett, let us depart &ofA this dauHm^ 
tite s^ein^ of Massachusetts usury, and repent as^Mr* Job 
did, in dusi and ash^ wben the Lord God spoke to him 
out df the whiriwind; andtben pethiqps we may have twiea 
as much good morality-^aot in caidi — as we had before* 
But as things ftand now in Massachusetts, in the usury 
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line, who can (eU if tiigu, mf d^urs wH) @ver i»m9B»- 
items. Let4iB«Uretuintojth0J^rigbtst»rofteiBaip^«Bef 
Itet has 9f>peai«d twto m aU si iwr ^ and genomtiMi, 
6r jbo he t^mpM^tQin aU thiag!S»i$ the h«MU;ypf aJi 



TEMPERANCE. 



In religion or politics, I think strong drink is the com- 
manding officer of all the bad passions in the human 
breast. I consider intemperance the greatest sin man 
commits, on himself or his fellow men or women in his 
earthly state. Strong drink starts all the evil passions in- 
to action, when taken in too great quantities ; and so it 
also starts all the good passions into action, into the hu- 
man breast, when taken in a reasonable quantity. Lord 
Byron could not write his beautiful stanzas without it ; 
and so with our greatest orators, statesmen, pleaders, pol- 
iticians and patriots. The patriots in the American Rev- 
olution, first touched their glasses at the Green Dragon 
tavern in Boston, and then went into battle for the ration- 
al Uberty and just rights of a world. We read that 
righteous Noah, the first thing he did after he come out of 
the Ark, was to plant a vineyard, and was drunken of the 
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wine thereof; yet he found favor in the sight of God af- 
ter he got drunk. He had all the promises of God — he 
saw the bow in the eloiid, as the everlasting covenant firom 
God to him, and all flesh. He had the solemn proniifle 
of God Afam^ty, with all flesh, and all his family, and 
every Uving creature upon the earth — ^that the God ^^wouM 
not flood the earth again with water to destroy all flesh, and 
that there should be seed time and harvest." This gentle* 
man, Chief Priest and Elder, is the Almighty God we all 
look to for an the blessings we receive on this, his earth, 
or that we shall receive in His Kingdom of Heaven at 
last. No drunkard in the gutter, since Noah appeared 
worse than Noah did, for he was uncovered and his sons 
had to go backwards for fear of displeasing him. But 
this is no excuse for us ; the soul that sinneth, shall die 
a temporal death — not an eternal death, as some partialist 
priests will seem to have it; yet we read that the drunkard 
is in hell torments ; well, what fool don't know that, that 
ever got drunk. Noah was in hell torments if he had any 
shame in him, if the account is correct that we read, 
king David says, he was taken from the lowest hell. Dr. 
Franklin says that he was in hell after he had signed the 
treaty of peace of 1782, with our mother country, without 
the knowledge of the court of France, and contrary to 
the instructions from his Congress, and to the treaty of 
alliance, till the high grace of Count de Vergenness drew 
him out of this hell by his forgiveness. Dr. Franklin here 
saw that there was a stain on his own honor, and a stain 
on the high honor of his whole country, Uke the blood 
on Macbeth's hands ; that all the waters and blood of the 
American Revolution, cannot wholly wash out this ingrat- 
itude and incincerity in the American ministers then, k 
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matters not what France was befi:»«, or what she has 
been since, it is what she was then. > Perhaps I shall say 
more on this subject in some futuve^binber. 

But all this hell that partialist priest, papists and protec- 
tants tell so much about, is on this earth, where the sins 
are committed, and the punishment for all sins are on 
this earth. It appears to me that men, women and chil- 
dren, must be very simple and weak indeed to think that 
there is any hell or punishment in the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. I do not see what there is there to punish men for ; 
and the same God tells Adam, from the begining^ and aH 
of us, that — <<Dust thou art, and unto dust shah thou re- 
turn"; but the soul, with the spirit and the understanding 
of the inspiration of God, of every man, woman and child, 
of all colors and blood, shall return to the God that gave 
it. We would reason very unjustly to think that the Kin- 
dom of Heaven was a place of punishment. It is a place 
for God's grace and mercy. Now when the prophet Eze- 
kiel says — ^**Thus saith the Lord God, the soul that sin- 
neth it shall die," it means only a temporal death, as we 
say, a man or a woman is dead, while they are alive in sin 
and transgres^on, or, dead drunk if you please. Now he 
or she will be punished here on this very spot of earth 
where they get so dead drunk. Here is hell enough, la- 
dies and gentlemen, without going to the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven for it. God knows, and man and woman also, of the 
case of righteous Noah, getting completely swamped with 
wine, and then his receiving afterward mighty favors from 
God, should teach us all that He requires of us humane 
treatment to the drunkard ; not to assist them for what 
change they may have in their pockets ; and thank God 
that he has given you all power to command them, as 
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yoniselfi by iiis grace ; for ^*bj his grace are you eaved 
fromdniiikeimeflB." This same Grodgiveth grace aadiaer- 
cy to an his creatures on earth as well as in heaven, wai 
you should not make merriment of such poor miserahle be- 
ingSi for Ihey are all brothers and sisters of one comaMm 
ftmiiy. But I see our friend Whieldon and Post, Bad 
many of the humane Boston papers can have the &ce to 
make all manner of merriment out of the poor fallen man 
and woman, and these Democratic RepubUcan Mark An- 
tony politicians, clergy, justices, lawyers and peace offi- 
cers, make a great business of it they tell me ; and we 
hard drinkers and hard eaters join in the merriment. If 
we are not down as low as righteous Noah was, we caa 
stimulate, excite and be inspired, till mid-night or mid- 
moming, with all kinds of exciting amusements, eatid>le6 
and drinkables : — 

We want to be at all of the watering places, in the sum- 
mer and fall, and in the high places of amusement in the 
city, in the spring and winter, — ^if a poor man or woman 
worn down with labor and care, is seen to take »drop, 
then there is the devil to pay with this army of justices, 
piece officers, &c. I will tell you what, fellow citizens of 
this vast nation, every dollar these councellors, justices, 
peace officers, &c., have taken from these poor fellows, 
men and women, and every dollar that has been taken 
from the venders and sellers of strong drinks, has been un- 
constitutionally taken, and they can get it back again if 
there is one spark of just law left in this vast nation. Men 
or women do not get drunk for the sake of getting drunk 
iand laying in the gutter. There are causes for him or her 
getting drunk ; some deep trouble he or she feels, some 
death Uke sinking ; they take the last glass with hopes that 
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it will rouse and restore tliem to moral action, but it only 
sinks them into deeper disgrace, and then, when too late, 
they discover it Is not this hell enough, ladies and gentle- 
men ? If you want a greater hell than this you must ga 
to some one that knowB morie about it than I do, unless it 
IB to a brokers shop as a bankrupt Portia, the Roman 
queen, swallowed fire when she knew that Mark Antony's 
power was great and strong over Her lord and husbands^ 
Brutus — ^Michael Cashio, when he was over persuaded 1>y 
the artful lago to take another glass, paid severely for it : 
"My reputation, lago! my reputation, lago! gone ftureveri 
past all surgery ; If I ask my general for my former place^ 
he will tell me that I am a drunkard and talk fustiaiit'^ 
&c.; by this we see the great evils of hard drinking; y^ 
Michael Cashio ruled in Cyprus after all this. Hard eal> 
ing and high seasoned food, we preseme, is hurtful to thd 
constitution, as well as hard drinking, but it has not yet 
received that condemnation from the fashionable world, 
that hard drinking has. 

All excitements that are overcharged, are hurtful and 
sinful to the public and private constitutions. I never see 
this army of reformed men and women pass me, that I do 
not fall prostrate into the dust, in my feelings ; and so 
does the judge real from his bench, if he is a hard drink- 
er. There is not a man in this whole army but that is 
greater than he that taketh a city ; they have command- 
ed themselves by the grace of God. No generation be- 
fore, has seen this bright star of temperance reform but 
this. Kings and prophets have died without this heaven- 
ly sight. We see and hear of this mighty army moving 
on like an avalanche through the world. Foreign des- 
pots and home petty tyrants are faUing into its ranks spon- 
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taneously and votentarily. This star of temperance refonn 
is a bow in the cloud, with the sacred promise of the 
Afanighty to a world, that the time is not far distant when 
the nations of this earth shall learn war no more, and all 
shall know the Lord God's mighty virtues of assistance 
and gratitude, the one unto the othd^. But this mighty 
reform in temperance has not been brought about by the 
professional men or the clergy ; it is a spontaneous and 
voluntary reform of the mass, by the grace of Grod to 
them. He has inspired them, doctor Gannett, to reform. 
I should like to know the Hon. Daniel Webster's opinion 
on the constitutionality of this law, that allows the petty 
justices and officers to fleece all these men and women out 
of their property, for eating their own bread in peace, and 
drinking their own wine with a merry heart, provided 
they did not disturb this pious nation's morality. 
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THE LAWS. 



Now let us say a few words on the laws of our vast 
nation. Our forefathers and foremothers brought from 
their mother country in one bundle, all their laws, good, 
bad and indifferent. Their good laws are very good, and 
their bad laws are very bad, and their indifferent laws are 
barely passable, and their wager laws, as they call them, 
are outrageous outlawry, which puts all the mass out 
of the protection of all the laws. 

Some time ago, in the controversy between the Hon. 
David Henshaw, Secretary of the Navy, and the Hon. 
Governor Morton, late one of the judges, and now of tho 
Reverent Revenue Society of the income, of honor and 
profit of the nation, Mr. Henshaw said, as to the matter 
of that, there was no court of justice in Massachusetts, 
of the real right of trial by jury — and that the counsellors 
and judges were the court. Mr. Bunkingham, of the Bos- 
ton Courier, and Mr. Green, of the Boston Post, being 
two gentlemen of opposite politics, confirmed it. Now 
the nation that abandons the right of trial by a jury of 

her own countrymen are not worthy the name of a re- 
6 
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public; for a just jurisprudence, for a just judicature, 
coupled with a just jury of our own nation, are the only 
rocks that any repuWic rests on. The colonies had bet- 
ter never have separated from their mother country than 
be ruled here at home with her wager laws. See Eng- 
land's wager laws as they call them. You will find them 
in Noah Webster's dictionary. 



POLITICS. 



Now let us say a few words on the first origin of our 
poKtics in these United States, before and since the Amer- 
ican revolution. There has been but two real poUtical 
parties in these United States— one for all the professional 
men and the clergy, and the other for all the working men 
and operatives, both men and women. The Hon. Dan- 
iel Webster, or some other good statesman and politician, 
eaid in one of his field speeches, that fifteen sixteenths 
of the great mass of the people in America, were working- 
mien and operatives, and one sixteenth, professional men 
and clergymen. By this, you will see, fellow citizens, 
that it takes two thousand working men and operatives to 
support one hundred of said professional men and clergy; 
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that is to say, their net earnings ; they must let them have 
a small part of their earnings to support nature, or they 
could not labor and operate for said gentlemen and ladies. 
There are some Uttle squads of party politics, such as Ma- 
sons, Anti-masons, AboUtionists, Native Americans, Free- 
will ladies societies, &c. &c. But they all emerge into 
the two great political parties when we have a foreign or 
civil war. After the American Revolution, there were 
but two parties, and they took their names as democrats 
or repubhcans, and as federalists. The Hon. John 
Adams sided with the federalists, professional men 
and clergy, and the Hon. Thomas Jefferson sided with 
the democrats or republican party, the working-men and 
operatives, so caUed then. But the trouble that has been 
with us all in America, is this, we as a nation, have de- 
parted from those mighty principles and acts of those 
mighty men, such as Frankhn and Washington, and gone 
over to the aristocracy, if not to the despotism of the old 
world. As the Hon. Dan. Webster said, on the top of 
Bunker-Hill Monument, the 17th of June, 1843, if you 
wish to be a virtuous patriotical nation, we must be indi- 
vidually so. We see what has grown out of this American 
Revolution. It has produced some Ciceros as statesmen 
and politicians, and many Mark Antony poUticians, calling 
tlie great mass of the people their sweet masters, for the 
sake of their sweet voices, and then saying, mischief is on 
foot, let it walk on. Perhaps there is no two men among 
us in Massachusetts, that has had more influence in the 
politics of Massachusetts and these United States, than 
Mr Buckingham of the Boston Courier, and Mr. Green 
of the Boston Post. Mr. Buckingham sided with the pro- 
fessional men &c. ; Mr. Green with the mass of working- 
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men &c. Mr. Post has had the democracy in Charles- 
town, under his Guardian care for twenty years, and he 
can whip them into the traces, and then whip them out, at 
his pleasure. Several years ago when we had some 
Uttle trouble with our ministers and doctors of the gospel, 
in ihe women line, he in a very sluring way said, "what is 
the trouble with the ministers and doctors across the wa- 
ters." Every one of us, men and women, knew what 
Green meant, and we can just say to Mr Post, that our 
.ministers and doctors are fiill equal to the Boston minis- 
ters and doctors, and are men and women of as great 
caUber as the Boston ladies and gentlemen. 

Who coukt think in this deep Christian land, that the 
Hon. Charles Green, could, with his beautiful smiling face, 
say what he did about the Hon. General Caleb Gushing, 
at the late human Christian dinner at Faneuil-Hall — ^that 
cradle of American hberty, as it was formerly in the days 
of the mighty councellors, chieftains, warriors and soldiers 
of the American Revolution ; Frankhn, Washington and 
all their associates in the council chambers, and battle 
fields of their country. I do not say, gentlemen, that 
General Gushing has been inhuman or barbarously cruel 
to his soldiers, fighting men and warriors under him in this 
late Mexican war ; for this has got to be proved in our 
courts of justice, by a jury of his own countrymen, if 
we have any such courts left in our country. I do not 
wish or want to condemn any American in power, or out 
of power, without a fair* trial by a fair jury of his own 
countrymen, for this is the only rock that our American 
Republic stands on. But I do say gentlemen, of the North 
and South, that the Hon. Caleb Cushing has been a Mark 
Antony politician, ever since he became a freeholder in 
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this American Republic. His great object seemed to be 
for self-fame, magnificence and assumption of power for 
himself alone ; he could turn and turn, smile and smile, 
and yet be an American politician. But our bigoted poli- 
tics and religion in America, has got to such a pass with 
us aQ, that none of us seem to know on what ground we 
stand on, or what kind of government or national con- 
stitution we have got. A stranger might think we had an 
oUgarchy form of government, which places the supreme 
power in the hands of a small number; is of a kind of aris- 
tocratical form of government. But I think, gentlemen 
and ladies of this vast nation, we all shall soon know 
what ground we stand on, and lay on. The movements that 
we have seen and heard, of late, in our sister Republic, 
France, and through the world, tdOi us all to be getting 
ready for a similar revolution in America. We seem to 
have all the materials for it, and I expect it will come 
on us Uke a thief in the night The great mass of the 
people of Rome and France did not know of the great 
troubles that was coming on them, and had but short no- 
tice of it ; they knew the few leaders were plotting some- 
thing for their evil or good. It is the few in all nations 
that make the war and peace business. 



DISSOLUTION OF THE UNION. 



Now gendemen, if you please, let us say a few words on 
the separation of these vast United States : I, for one, 
think the time has arrived for a separation of this Union ; 
peaceably and without tumult while we can, and not forci- 
ble when we must. The northern section saint holders 
say, that they will not be ruled and officered by the south- 
ern sectional slaveholders, and the southern section say 
that they will not be ruled and officered by the northern 
sectional saint holders. This envy and lago jealousy 
seems to be the great trouble with us all, and we all seem to 
want the greater portion of the offices of profit and hon- 
or. It is a scripture doctrine that when two cannot agree 
to walk together, except they be agreed, it is best for them 
to separate. This vast nation is only one great family ac- 
cording to our form of government and that heavenly na- 
tional constitution, that was made by those mighty men to 
support said government. If we are determined to des- 
troy said form of government and said national constitu- 
tion, with a Roman or French fire of faction, why in the 
name of heaven would it not be best to do so peaceable, 
and at once, than to be forced to do so by faction at last ? 
Did the Colonies lose any thing by a separation from the 



"mother country ;" did they not better themselves in trade 
and everythig else ? — ^while we kept to oursolves, accor- 
ding to our form of government and our national consti- 
tution, did we suffer by separation from our sister Maine, 
&c.? No, it was better for us all in every respect. 

But many people here at the north say, and seem to 
think, that this separation would be a dreadful thing, and 
that we should be fighting with each other all the 
time. But we shall never be in a better fighting trim than 
we are now. They tell us that Washington's last words 
were — "United we stand, divided we fall;" well, so they 
were, but he said also, that we must be united at any rate. 
United?, well, we are now, and so are two bull dogs in a 
pitched battle ; or, as Othello and lago were, for their mu- 
tual interest. If the mighty councellors, warriers, chief- 
tains and soldiers ; Franklin, Wasliington, and all their as- 
sociates, were here now in this vast nation to see what is 
and has been going on, between the south and north, they 
would say, to a man, divide and separate at once, for they 
would all see that circumstances altered cases. 

It was the fear of Franklin and Washington, in the last 
hour of their lives, that this mutual good feeUng that was 
brought about by the American Revolution, would be 
broken and dissolved. Dr. Franklin said, when the trea- 
ty of peace was signed, in 1782, that the American gov-- 
ernment would be broken and dissolved — and he knew 
the genius and high education of the American people — 
for they would rake heaven and earth for an office of hon- 
or and profit. And have we not all seen it, years ago, 
proved true to the letter ; and as Mr. Fletcher says, "to the 
very comma ?" And so did Washington see it in the last 
of his presidency, in the bad feeUng springing up between 
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John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, Did Mr. Adams 
leave the presidential chair politely to his successor ? No, 
they were enemies all their lifetime, till, by the grace of 
God, they were made friends in the last hours of their 
lives. Have we not all seen for years thousands of Mark 
Antony politicians in full speed for the "white house,"' with 
tribes of office seekers at their heels ? We must all see 
that it is impossible, with this lago jealousy, for this vast 
nation to be united for the mutual benefit of all, as was in- 
tended by Washington and Franklin in the American Rev- 
olution. And who are the men and women that have des- 
troyed this heavenly mutual good feeUng, &c., between 
the south and north ? Let the men that have done this 
deed by their everlasting scandal answer. The young men 
of this vast nation don't beUeve in the sighs and groans of 
these sainted Shylocks and Mark Antony politicians in the 
United States. To the southern slaves' they are as false 
as dicers oaths, and, depend on it there is a sequel, a dou- 
ble sequel in all these men and women. If you had made 
this separation years ago, you would not have had this Mexi- 
can war, with all its ruin. The South would not have de- 
clared it on their own account. If you divide at the Ma- 
son and Dixon Kne, or any other line that will suit the par- 
ties best, you at the northern section can have a president, 
rulers and officers to rule and officer you to suit your com- 
plexion exactly, or nearly so. Say, if you please, you 
can have the Hon. Daniel Webster, with all his mighty 
powers, as a statesman, to make your treaties and to save 
you from ruinous wars with all nations. He will de- 
clare war and make peace when the high honor of the 
sectional part of your country require it, and he will 
draw around him, men that will co-operate with him for 
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your good and just rights in every thing. You wiB have 
no more of Massachuseets one-sided exclusive right prin- 
ciples, for the good of the few and the evil of the many. 
But vee may all set our hearts at rest about our having a 
northern president, till this union separation takes place; 
for the South will hang on Hke buU dogs for the control of 
this vast nation, to keep their own property from the 
grasp of northern usurers. 

Mr. Webster might now be the president of these, vast 
United States, if the hi^ whigs of Massachusetts had used 
him honorably, after he returned from making that boun- 
dary treaty with our " mother country's" agent, and for 
other great services, bb a great statesman and politician, 
which he has done for his whole country since he came 
into public life, in 1812. The rest of the nation could 
and would not resiidt or oppose his election to the presi- 
dency. But how did these high whigs, as they call them- 
selves, treat Mr. Webster at Faneuil-Hall, on his return, 
after his midnight hours over his lamp, making said 
treaty, that saved his whole country from a ruinous war 
with the most powerful nation in the world ? Why, they 
told him as Duke Frederic told Orlando: "you have 
wrestled well, Orlando — ^you have thrown more than your 
enemies ; would that you belonged to another house.'' I 
have known Mr. Webster's public hfe ever since the war 
with our mother country of 1812, and taken some notice 
of it, as I had something to do with that war myself, and 
I am not ashamed to have the officers that were stationed 
at Charlestown then, that are now alive, say what I did 
by way of assisting the army, &c. I do not say tlus 
by way of boasting ; but I see men now, that are boast- 
ing very large of what they did then, and what they are 
7 
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doing now, to assist their eotiiitry, couBtiTtnen afid 
women, wkb tbeir great patriotism. In my humble epiur 
km, they were then, and are now, quite Mark AntcM^y 
patriots. Much was said in them days and since, about 
tbe Hartfi»d Convention; and many of Mr. Webster's 
cnemiieB have tried to faring him into it un&irly. My 
opinion of this Hartford Convention is, that there w^e 
as many friends to their country in it, as there were out 
of it; as a goodly number of Mark Antony patriots and 
pojitteiana have made their jack of club& out of it. It wai^ 
a time then of very great excitement. Our whde coun- 
try then, as now, was on a pivot of excitement ; we sAl 
seemed to be irtandtng on barrels of powder andbafls. 
One gun fired then would have placed this whole nation 
in the situation that we see our sister repubhc, France, 
fda^ed in now. These men in the Hartford Conventicm 
then, after the Hon. Srauiel Dexter told them the dang^ 
th^ were in, repented, as Mr. Job did after the Loid 
Crod spoke to him out of the wMrlwind, in dust and ad[ii&^ 
Tbeee men had ev^y thing to lose and nothing to gain; 
aot so with the Mark Antony patriots in them days and 
Aese. I fihould vmte the history of them days more piar- 
ticttkr, if I had time and space ; perhaps I shall at some 
future day, in my hastory, from the time of the Am^can 
Revohitioii to the present. 

If I know any thing about General Taylor, I think he 
woubi.be rejoiced to have the Hon. Daniel Webster, pre^- 
ident of these vast United States, with his great states- 
mani^ip; and that he would fight under his directions, 
as bravely as he did under President Polk's, if occasion 
required it But shonU O^ieral Taykur be elected Presi- 
dent^ which I hope he will, if the Hon. Daniel Webster 



51 

k not, I think he will have Mr. Webster as near him as 
his irrt counsellor as the Hon. Abbot Lawrence, or tbe 
Hon. Caleb Gushing, or the Hon. Charies G. Green, or 
any of such like honwables. 

If this separation of these States shoukl take place at 
cmce, the southern sectional part can have a president that 
will suit their complexion exactly, or nearly so. Say if 
they please, they can have the Hon. John C. Calhoun; 
he is also, a great statesman and patriot, and can draw 
around him, statesmen of his complexion, exactly, or 
Marly so, to support them all honorably ; but this is Aeir 
business, not ours. I have no doubt, in my own mind^ 
that if we can bring about this separation, peaceably aal 
honorably, it will be greatly far the interest and fixbKa 
happiness of both sections ; and then they at the soulhl 
can take humane care of their colored slaves; and we 9t 
the north, can take care of our daves, of no color at alf 
by sending them to jails and prisons, as chief justice MaM 
shall said, unconstitutionally. 

Governor Everett, in his address to the Massachusetts 
Legislature of 1836, put this slave question in its proper 
light ; he took the constitutional grounds, &c. See his 
address on this subject of Jan. 7, 1836. Much more pro^ 
perly, I think, than the late Hon. John Quincy Adams ha» 
in all his treaties and addresses to all the abolitionist, at 
all parts of the north, and some at the south. He has in- 
deed, jaded them all round to hear his addresses on thi» 
slave question, and the right of petition, and then tells aB 
these abolitionists that he is no aboUtionist, only as Thom- 
as Jefferson was in the 77th year of his age — ^that he don't 
commune with these northern abolitionists, and that they 
only retard the coming of the blessed day, for which they 



5% 

' all sigh. This address was delivered on the floor of con* 
gress in the year 1843. I think Mr. Adams says in 
the same address, that wherever he goes, they all flock 
round him, and «all him the champion of the right of pe- 
tition. What child don't know that, that knows his Uni- 
ted States, and all his states constitutions, that every man 
woman and child in these United States, has the full right 
to petition if they are agrieved? But what earthly use 
can it be to all of us to have these cart loads of petitions, 
that take up most of the time in congress and our States 
governments, if they only injure us, in the main question^ 
and' raise all these bad passions into action in all of us, 
and disafiect all our southern brethren and sisters at the 
south, against the north, and so disaffect all our northern 
iHrethren and sisters against the south, and set the whole 
nation by the ears, like so many cats and dogs, merely to 
please a few men and women's sequels. About the same 
time our Massachusetts Legislature sent to our sister 
State, Virginia, a set of resolutions, drawn up in a very, 
artful manner, wishing a separation from all slavery ; that 
is to say, from all slave holding states; but Virginia saw 
the nub of these resolutions at once, and sent them aU 
pack-horse back again to her sister Repubhc Massachu- 
s^ts, with a suitable answer of contempt. What is this 
but a separation by force ? The next word must be a 
forcible blow. Gentlemen, you do take their lives, un- 
constitutionally, when you take the means whereby they 
live, arid they know it. I fear we at the north calculate 
too much without our hosts. The south have many 
friends at the north that grew out of the American Revo- 
lution; The south gave the colonies a Washington, and 
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the north gave them a Franklin, with Wadbington princi-* ; 
pies and acts. 



CHARLESTOWN. 



Now let us say a few words on the short history of the 
business of emcient Charlestown, for the past 44 years. — 
To do this I must cite all that are now hving that com- 
menced business then in Charlestown, to confirm what I 
say. Then about every young man and woman com- 
menced business with fair and equal rights, fair and equal 
justice and laws, with those laws fairly and equally ad- 
ministered ; and with fair and equal facilities. Then there 
was none of this usury on young men and women. If they 
wanted a suitable amount of money to commence fife, 
there was always a Franklin at hand to let them have it, 
at six per cent., the lawful interest, with the advice of a 
Frankhn also, gratis. If the small trading part wanted a 
credit for goods, our mother country's merchants, traders 
and artists, were ready to supply them on credit. If they 
wanted only £600 worth, fall and spring, they had it on the 
same terms as the American merchant had his £10,000 
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worth, and the same accommodatkm as to an extM* 
sion of credit, if wanted. An English merchant, trader or 
operative, would despise taking over lawfiil interest of the 
<;ountry ; and would consider it an insult upon his morality. 
I appeal to all young men, then and since, if I am not cor- 
rect in all this business. As it respects English mer- 
chants, traders, artists and operatives, all went on harmo- 
niously in Charlestown then, for there was a good mutual 
feeling running through the whole town. Here let me say, 
that there is a thousand times more high honor in the Eng- 
lish merchants, &c., than there is in the American mer- 
chants, &c. The American prides himself on his Yankee 
shrewdness and trickery ; but there is nothing mean and 
low in the English merchant, &c. — ^it is only the English 
nobility that are despotic. . 

How is it now in Charlestown with this nobifity and with 
its masses ? Why, about all of us, young and old and mid^ 
dling old, are turned up-side down, and our tails are about 
all where our heads should be. We are mad after aU hi^ 
speculations in rail roads and every thing that is vain and 
not for the common good of our city and common coun- 
try, and the man or woman that can spend the most money 
foolishly is considered the best fellow in the lot ; our banks 
and usurers, that were and are, being the only exceptione 
to this general rule, will discount to. a fair trader 
or operative a small amount to pay his taxes, at the low 
rate of twenty-four percent., if he will promise to pay 
his taxes, and can call the devil his uncle, and will give 
them three times the amount as collateral security. 1 am 
hapy to hear by a late N^w York Express, that tliey are 
in the same hopefiil way with their banks and usurers, as 
misery loves company, when it goes to the tombs of the 
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Capulets. Here is a pretty coming in of the Jews, if the 
Gentiles are left out. 

Noiv let us say a few words on the uncalled for oudays 
c^dur infant city, for the benefit only of th^ few Jasoas 
of said city, which accommodates five of every hundred 
to what they may please to ask for. Now, in the first 
{dace, has not the great oudays been in the Extreme pails 
ofthe city ? To advance the property of a few the au* 
tfaorities have almost abandoned the ancient portion ofthe 
city, and, by so doing, property has consequently depreci^ 
ated, in said portion, at least 25 per cent^ This is what 
I call unequal outlays, if I understand the meaning of the 
word unequal. I have no Wish to stop or retard enter- 
prise or improvement in any part of the city, God and 
every Charlestown man knows, I only wiis^ to have fait 
play ; the boys used to say when I was a boy, when play- 
ing marbles, that fair play was a Jewell ; and, gentlemen 
and ladies of Charlestown, this is only a game with mar* 
bles that we are now playing, only they are old boys and 
girls engaged in the play. 

We now come to our outlays on schools and schooling. 
When I was a boy of ten years, about fifty-five years ago, 
we had the old English barracks that were left here at the 
time ofthe revolution, for a school house on Town Hill; 
they were removed from Dexter RoW and were about 100 
feet loiig, and a story and a half hi^. That was where I 
got my high and low education witli the rest of the boys. 
I went to this school, say two years, us it was considered 
great in those days, without the master could see some- 
thing extra in the lad ; for the maat^ijs in those days were 
very penetrating, especially with the cowhide, and as the 
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master could not see anything extra in me I was put to 
/ hard work, when twelve years old. ITiere was none of 
i/ the dreadful trouble about ventilation in those days that 
we hear of now-a-days, in the old school house that I have 
mentioned, for we "enjoyed our own pure mountain bre- 
zes," and made it answer our purpose very well, till the 
year, say 1800. Mr. Gregory can tell you when that new 
brick school house was built on Town Hill, and it was con- 
sidered a great affair in them days. You all know that 
know any thing about the affairs of ancient Charlestown, 
what has been done here in the way of building good 
school houses and providing good school masters and mis- 
tresses, and perhaps it would not be too much to say that, 
no town or city in Massachusetts has doner more fiw to 
give all their children a good common education, than 
Charlestown, since said town was bumied in 1776, June 
17th. The people of this ancient town, felt this fire very 
sensibly, and this we presume, is the reason that that 
people has done so much for to give their children a good 
( common education, to fit them all with equal and just ra- 
I tional liberty— with equal and just rights — ^with equal and 
' just administration of said laws and rights ; so that they 
all could defend their just and equal rights, and just and 
equal faciUties in this, their ancient town, and throughout 
and against all party tyrants in Charlestown, and 
^ throu^out the world. For as Franklin and Washington 
said, it was a good common education that gave the colo- 
nies their rational Uberties, and this American Republic ; 
and that it would be this good common education that 
would preserve and save this American Republic. These 
two mighty men said that this shrewd, sly, cunning, shy, 
high education, would destroy this American RepubUc, 
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and produce you nothing but petty tyrants and mean des- 
pots. And do we not all see their prophecy prove true, 
daily, in Charlestown, and in all this American Republic. 
The very first day these lads and lasses enter these high 
schools, you will see a petty tyranny spring up in them 
over their fellow lads and lasses, that will in due time, 
produce despots and Mark Antony poUticians. No more 
earning their bread with the sweat of their brows ; it will 
be the sweat of the brows of these ninety-five laborers 
that earn their bread and wine for the five professional 
lads and lasses, men and clergy. 

It does appear to me that these full blown republican 
democrats of Charlestown run before their horses to mar- 
market, in being so zealous for these high schools and 
high education. I cannot see for the life of me where ' 
they can count their gains, for to say that all the poor chil- 
dren in Charlestown can get this high education, as well 
as the rich, appears to me to be mere fancy. I fear 
they will make for themselves and the public, in their dd 
age, a vast many King Lears, and poor Toms, that will 
be cold ! "O Scotland ! Scotiand ! !" says Rosse. 

Now was not this a waste of all fiiture generations 
of children's property of a good common education in 
Charlestown, of the city authorities first outlays on that 
training field, so called ? Was there ever a more suita- 
ble place than this training-field for all this, and all future 
generations of children to receive this good common edu- 
cation ? It seems that the God of the universe had fixed 
this spot and place for all the poor and rich children of 
Charlestown, to receive a good common education unto 
the end of earthly time ; and what waste of property in 

all the other school houses, &c. in this infant city ! 1 un- 
8 






58 

derstand by Mr. Hunt, that he was told by a person, that 
there caaaot be any moi^ children accommodated bow, 
than there were before this waate of property and princi- 
ple. 

Now gentlemen and ladies of ancient Charlestcywn, 
how can we expect to escape, if we neglect so great a 
salvation for lA our cfaSdren's good common edncalioti 
in this, and all fetnre generations? Shall we not aU of ns 
be punished for our sins and trans^easibns in this flhame- 
ftil busineas, as the childuM of li»ael were^ witbe^me eiril 
lung Saul, to tease and torment diem and ns to detii^ ? 
Must all these millions of poor children that are to be pro- 
duced, be shoved aside from this heavetdy light of a good 
common education, to make room for the few royal fami- 
lies in Charlestown? Shame on us, gentlemen ^d la- 
dies of Charlestown ! Never let it be said any mofe, that 
we are citizens of Bunker HiU town, die s^ot where the 
first blood was i^ed for the rational liberties of a wbrid. 
There were some skirmishes and blood spilt in Boston, 
Lexington and Coficonl ; but the main dtand was made 
at Bunker HilL The Americans then tokl the Enfghsh 
forces at Boston, that they were ready for the contest of 
a world's rational liberty. We all of us in Chu'lestown, 
have good common education enough to know the conl- 
mands and wishes of the God of the universe ; that it is 
to assist every child of his to a good common education. 
For if all children can have dns, it will fortify them by tiie 
grace of God, against all petty tyrants, with high edu- 
cation. There is not a man or woman in Chariestown 
t>ut what seems to be wiUing to give the last dcrfiar te^^S- 
»ist alt children to this good common education. But 
what can we do as a body or soul, if our property is M- 
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kn by tbifi bad maaagem^nt, and there are a goodly num- 
ber of U9 bankrupt9 ? Have not your children had betteor 
houaoB and better masters than mo9t of you alaires in 
Cbarlestown ? Have not moat of you been slaves to your 
children and your masters? What makes a dave ? Why, 
because he has a master. We eould cite thousands of 
cases in the Scripture^ besides the passage thai our 
learned and worthy feUow citizen, Mr. Belfour has citedT ^ 
for us, that a slave and a servant in God's Bible, is synony^ 
mous, that they mean one and the same thing. If we 
had time and space, we would say more on this subject. 
All this noise and outciy at the north about southern 
slavery is settled in one woid, humanity. Has not the 
south as much humanity for their servants or slaves, as the 
north has for theirs ? That is tibe question. Good God ? 
be pleased to answer this que^n for us all, as a natioi^ 
before we fall into this fire, of civil war. 

1 know it wiH be said of me that I want to set the poor 
against the rich ; (hat I want to o{^>ose the laws and reli- 
^n of my country, and take the property from the rich 
and give it to the poor in an improper manner ; but I don't 
want to do any of these things, I want to do what I can toN 
confirm all good laws and pure Christianity ; I want to have i 
the rich and poor to have the best of feelings, the one to 
the other^ and I want to prevent confusion and faction* — 
An American citizen is only a steward for his fellow men 
and women, and as well might we bar down the reservoirs 
when our towns and cities were on fire, and say the wa- 
ter should not be used only on such and such buiklings ; as 
well might you say our savings banks shall be locked from 
the depositors, as to say that the means shall be held back 
in the stewards hands, to a reasonable amount, firom dieir 
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fellow men^ women and diildren, of all coUmts and bk)od/ 
in want. This great maBs of men women and children 
have made this money and property with their own hands, 
and with their own labor. Let me ask the American rich 
man with his milhons, what good it will do him, if the day 
should ever come in America, as it has in Rome or France. 
Rome, republican Rome and France ; what are they now ? 
Are not we the last experiment of self government of the 
people alone ? Are there no omens in America ? Read 
this, mighty Caesar. Of what avail will your millions be 
to you then, if our government and all go down, as Rome 
or France have ? — ^will it be any comfort or consolation to 
you to say you have your money in government, bank or 
raihroad stock? They will then all go to Mr. Job's satan 
at once. Is there no resemblance between America and 
Rome and France ? — ^is there not a remarkable resem- 
blance ? — ^is there no Amen, to hear the report of these 
five smiling Jasons, usurers, councellors and priests, that 
have won the fleeces of 95 out of every 100 of their fel- 
low men ? Them 95 of the. 100 are no John Falstaff ar- 
my; they have drank deep of the cup of American liberty 
that has been, delt out to them by you, five Jasons ! The 
fire imd spirit of their fathers rise in them hourly ; these 
are the materials that brought about the revolution in 
Rome and France, and will be the materials that will 
bring about a similar revolution in America, if we do not 
all return back to them mighty principles and acts of them 
mighty men : Franklin, Washington and all their associ- 
ates. It is not sufficient for the slave or servant to be 
equal with his master ; is he not more than equal with his 
master, if that master be kind and humane ? 

And now let us all in Charlestown repent as Job did. 
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when the Lord God spoke to him out of the whu'lwind, in ^ 
dust and ashes, and return to our duties as fellow citizens 
of Charlestown, for our great trouble has been that our 
goodly ruddy young men and women have been hanker- ) 
ing after the vanities of Boston and have neglected the | 
true interests of Charlestown ; and now if we will all re- 
turn to our duties, Charlestown will blossom again like the 
rose, and it will yet become again a place of immense 
business in the staples of life ; and that is all we want if \ 
we did but know it Let all those branch raihoads for/i 
a hundred miles about us be broken up, and let all liiemi 
good people for a hundred miles about us come and trade 
fairly with us, as they were wont to do formerly, and it i 
would be better for them and us ; so they, and we all say. 
Then We shall not have to go to the Boston or Charles- 
town usurers and pay them 108 per cent, usury, and be 
much more slaves than our southern brethren negroes are. 
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RAIL ROADS. 



As to these Braiich Railroads, &C.9 in Chariestown and 
its vicinity : — I, in the year 1834, was recpiested by some 
of the nobles of Gharlestown to call and see the Hon* P« 
T. Jackson on this subject, to get his assistance and views, 
and he told me that I might report to the Chariestown 
people that they had his best wishes on the subject ; and 
that the Lowell raihroad should, by right, have gone to 
Chariestown, and also, that it was the best place for their 
great dopot ; that it would have saved their company two 
hundred thousand dollars, given them a far better depot than 
they now have, and that he tryed all in his power to get said 
railroad to go to Chariestown then, as he said the waters, 
the lands, and every thing was there to accommodate the 
: vast back country with all their heavy freight of the sta- 
I pies of life. And I believe he did try all in his power to 
get it to Chariestown, but some of the nobles in Charles- 
town were mulish about it then, as they are now, about 
everything that is for the true interest of this ancient town; 
j they seem to want every thing for their own self interest, 
and then cry out against Chariestown, and say it is no 
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place for busineses and that it will only da for noblemen 
and women to sleep in; but the real fact is, there is not a "^ 
town in these vast United States so well located for lair 
and honorable business, as Charlestown. But these mSP( 
blemen and women are sold, soul and body, to the noU^ 
meii and women of fioi^n ; they are more slaves to the ^ 
Boston people and liieir fa^iion& ami vanities, than the j 
southern daves are to their mastSraw 

In tins year 185^ the Hon. P. T. Jackson gave me his 
views on failroaKfe)^ &c;; be said while the comihciroe of oiur 
country woifld suppdlrt aU in the coaoijj to a healthy liv*- 
ing he did what he could in c(»mmerce, but when be saw ' 
the great inc^eas^ of population, then he went into matm- 
facturing for the good of all hiib countrymen and womea, 
and HtBii when he saw that there was a; railroad wanted to 
Lowell he was die principal man &ttt did it ; thii^ was for 
the good of the public, aiid stot for their evil. The HoA. 
P. T Jackson's whde life was spent for the good of the "^ 
pubhc. 

Here let me i^ jr a few words about the ktc Hon* Wm. / 
Gray. There is not a man or womlui in Cfaarl^stown «r 
Massachusetts, that can look back 44 years, more or 
less, but will recollect with pleasure what favors Mr. Gray 
did for them. Mr. Gray also, was a man that lived for 
the pubUc good. These men were no usurers, to eat up, 
soul and body, the great mass of the people with usury. — 
In this year 1834, I, with the late Messrs Goodrich and 
Sweet, got the Charlestown Branch Railroad Act. We 
three did this, and then gave all into these noblemen's ^ 
hands. And what have they done? Why, they have 
bought up all the rights at their own prices, and made this 
Fitchburg Raihroad, &c^; and now, with the friendly as- 
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sistance of the Legislature, have taken away from 
eighteen millions of people, all fair and just rights of safe 
travel, and given it to one miUion of shavers, in crossing 
this Warren Bridge, to take all the travelers they can from 
Charlestown to Boston. This is what I call exclusive 
rights, if I know the meaning of the word. All I got from 
these noblemen for my trouble, was for them to lesson all 
my property in their wake from that day to this. 

Mr. Jackson, in 1834, was of the^opinion that Railroads 
were useful to the public, to a certain extent; but he ex- 
pected the American people would get Railroad mad 
in this speculation and peculation, as they had in every 
other mad speculation ; and in the end be the ruin of the 
country ; and we find the best statesmen in England, &c., 
concur in Mr. Jackson's opinion* We find all the towns 
and stockholders of these petty branch Railroads are get- 
ting heart sick of them ; that they have been lured into 
them by sharpers, and in the end no one will make any 
thing out of them but the sharpers and brokers, without 
it is the thanks of P. P. I. Z. Degrand, &c., saying gen- 
tlemen, I thank you for attending my auctions. 
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Now let us close this short history with a few words of 
advice to our goodly young men and women of Charles*- 
town and its vicinity. Let them all learn wisdom by my 
life of foUies in all the excitements of our days of foolish, 
wild speculations. Fall on the principles and aqts of 
FrankUn and Washington. Let these men be your 
guides- 



TO THE YOUNG MEN. 



Young men of America, that labor with your hands for 
a living, are you ready to sell your rational liberty and 
just rights, as the Roman citizens did, for seventy-fiv^ 
drachmas, and liberty to walk in Caesar's orchards and 
pleasure grounds ? Americans, are you ready to sell your 
rational liberty and just rights, for seventy-five dmchmes, 
about ;^2,25 our money, and a Walk by the whit6 house? 
Gentlemen, it will be a black house then. Then farewell 
all repubUcan self government of the people alone ; then 
farewell forever all fair hum of the fair business of the 
axe and hammer — ^the plough and furrow. Farewell foN 
ever, the hollow sounding drum, and the ear piercing fife, 
to lead you on to battle for a world's just rights. Your 
occupations will be forevtf gone then. We are the last re- 
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jmblic, if w« tm Cal^ 6tif^lv^ a tipiMiC. It is fat yon 
to say if it shall be i^;: you are tMs sdf goveMment of 
the people alotte— yo« are the great iiiadlitte^-^yoit, (he 
workmg mett, wte tbef pieces of the woAmatidliij^^it is t6 
yoir we give die^ tast fook. Millions of thMtetk are nt^w 
gazing on yotr with alt liieir eagerness, as tta^ only hope 
of their future rational Uberty and just ri^ts, and fof diekr 
good common education to defend said rights. Not only 
this generation, but all future generations look to yon. 
Gentlemen, calmly reflect on the high ground you stand 
on. lliere is not a man amongst the whole of you, that 
is not of as much importance to our self government as 
the president of said self government. We are all in one 
concern — dS^ sink er swim togedier^ Remember it 
was not Bfftttts and' Antony Aat could mow down the 
Romans with their own hands ; they were only the mov- 
ers of the setters on. It was^ Romans mowing down Ro- 
mans, as you see now, Frenchmen mowing down French- 
■Mm Borne ajtfi^ Fraaee MH by f hw own^ haadr ancf by 
l3mT <»wnifaDti0tti RemetiiA^er if tiii» mtghty^Ameriefein 
aalf Repablicaii Grehrernment of the people al^ne falk, ie^ 
wJU M b|^ her ow^haMfe. M the powers on thi» earth 
CAft niever do it Remember if this self gt>¥en»&eat? faftt 
jjBQiif haads Mke Sampson^s will be oaatti jnllai^s^^it^ wiU* be 
im vniA &entto go rbandand say^ it wasrthis rul^ or thafr^ 
tUa^officer M that^tltta* masi mf that^ If that da^ shoiikl 
w^D andvei, all of vm^ that m»]s be alive, will^hai^e atlnidd 
m> it. W^ canilotf getr off then? as we dt> now^ by pufttii^ 
our own^ feults on< otbsrdi Let me scty- to dlr yodilg* meiH 
hanre^aimtadiof yo^ own^-when yo» start ili> fife; ¥00 
hara guidte^ befarer ytMi Frankliili Wariimgton^ Md^idl 
SMbmeii^ /]9i€9ifhavegoMl^^gbli^w^--^ef^ 
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vettbftr^d |tb« cape, Ym wU go idvougb life well if yw 
follow tbsm. Let fafber, mol^, fnA «|1 the Murk Anto- 
ny poUticiansaiid Cbnrlid) prieeta of jdie day be aeeonda-^ 
ry, Q^ primwry. . 



AN APOLOGY. 



Now l^t me make a suitable ape^^ to all tUe grade- 
men of hi^ or low standing, that I have named m this 
short history of Charleatown, kc^ My only object was to 
give my fellow citizens of Charlestown and the public, a 
simple history of fects, as tibey came to me fen* the past 44 
years, hoping and praying that if 1 have said any thing 
amiss, they will all fliUy excuse me, as we are all coair 
manded by the Bible tp speak our minda vei?y freely, and 
now, as we hiiye spoJten very fveelyof the Boston bra(ve(f 
good men and brayely neb men^and bravely Tyrus God% 
that say they set in th^ aeait of Gp4 

Lions and hors^s^ Let us aay a few words on their 
bravely good asses; for I expect Mr. Parker'a Boston 
bravely good man was not wxnAk bitter than the bravely 
good Mr. Job, that when ^ Lord; God spoke to Jk>b OMtt 
of the whirlwind aa4 sai4 ^' who i«^ this, that darkenetb 
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councel by words without knowledge ?'' This Mr. Job 
was said to be a perfect and an upri^t man, &c. Now 
I expect Mr. Job was a real Christian, or as near as we 
can get one in our days, in Boston, Charlestown, or 
Maiden. He was certainly a brave statesman and poUti- 
cian. Let us do as he did, viz : abhor ourselves and re- 
pent in dust and ashes. If we cannot find any in Boston 
Charlestown, or Maiden, let us all go to Tewksbury. We 
shall find enough dust and chafi* there to cover all of us, 
and then who can tell if we bravely good men in Boston^ 
Charlestown and Maiden, will not have twice as much as 
we had before in pieces of money and earrings of gold, and 
a thousand she asses. Mr. Job's troop of a thousand she 
asses brought up the rear rank of his twice as much as he 
had before, and this makes the old saying good that, <^wine 
and women rule the world." 

Now Mr. Parker, let you and your bravely good men 
and women in Boston, &c., and we in Chariestown, Mai- 
den, &cw, bring all oiir bravely good ihen and women to- 
getbeV^and gird up all our loins like men and women and 
answer the God of the universe out of his whirlwind, as 
Job did, and abhor ourselves and repent in dust and ashes, 
for we have all got to do this, bravely good and bravely 
bad ; and then we all can say with a bravely good relish-^-^ 
when the morning stars sung together, and all the sons 
and daughters of God shouted for joy. Now let us all close 
this part of our subject with a song : 

When the hollow drummer beats to bed, 
) And the little fifer hangs his wearied bead : 

Then shall we all march out of this Our eartly prison 
state info our heavenly state of perfect rest and endless hap- 
piness, hf this heavenly mponligfat cheerly. 
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Now gentlemen of Charlestown and vicinity I wish to 
prove to you all that have arrived to the conunon age of 
man, that I am correct in my statements on high educa- 
tion and good common education, for the benefit of the 
great mass of the people in this nation. Also, if the fiedr 
and equal business has not proved far better than the un- 
fair and unequal business, since the American revolution. 
I put the question to each of you that commenced a busi- 
ness life, say 60 years ago, and by your industry accumu- 
lated enough property for your own and your large familie's 
comfort and happiness, so that you and they could all go 
down to your graves like shooks of com, fully ripe for the 
harvest, if you had kept t6 this fair and honorable business; 
but when you and your children turned aside like the 
Prophet Samuel's two sons, after lucre, and took bribes 
and perverted judgment, and turned aside after all these 
wild, mad speculations and vanities of these days, that has 
made yourselves and your sons and daughters bankrupts 
and beggars. It is this high education that has done all 
this, for it produces in you all these gambling feelings iti 
the human breast, and all these lago jealousies, for when a 
company of daring men get together to cheat the great 
mass, there is at least all that lago jealousy that existed be- 
tween Othello and lago. The great hobby of an Ameri- 
can is, to be the richest man, and then he will be the most 
powerful. We see it was always so till Jesus of Nazareth 
was sent by the God of the universe, to proclaim to the 
world a new doctrine of peace and good will unto all rten. 
What envy and jealousy there was between king Sau! 
and David when the Israelitish women came out into the 
streets, saying, ^^Saul has slain his thousands, and 
David his tens of thousands." This envy and jealousy 
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l^ajt^ tfU the ffQfi^jdete d^jaf^ll pf l^if^g ^^^\. iCing Si^ul 
If §8 what we sl^^uld Q^ V^ our dayg, ^ very ^^^t ^na?e; 
b^t our )uqgs ajid noblemen cM^p f^0F^ polished )uifLy?ll ; 
t^y haye ^ spiooth hig^ educ^t)iHi, they can wo^ 
themselves into all the officep of )tQno|r a^ prctfit? W^ 
aee our learned and high educated ^anproft, by ))is aoaqottt, 
hjgb education, could worm hiqiself ^ntq ^e good grfiQ^ 
of our gqvernment, and get thp office qf Secretary pf tb^ 
Navy, lyhen he did i^qt kQow a hand spike from a marliu 
spike in the Navy; or a commodore's broad pendant^ 
from his ow|i broad rufl9es. Hp could write a flighty his- 
tory of this country, just calculated to suit a Roman sick 
girl. He could tell you all, what Franklin, WashingtQp 
and all such men did in their days. 

Now see him as our American minister in our mother 
country, England, flattering and fawning Uke a spaniel 
dog, all the noblemen and women in England. Did his 
father Franklin set him this example ? No, when Frank-: 
lin was there as agent and minister for the cobnies, i^^d 
any news arrived in London, of England's oppression to 
any nation or any of her subjects, Franklin was on hand 
to reprimand and reprove the whole race^ the Englidi 
noblemen, king and all. Dr. Franklin was a man for a 
world's rational liberty and just rights. I would not wish 
to see our minister or any of our rulers, or officers, loae 
their dignity or politeness to any nation ; but ] would 
have them all stand firm on their own ground, as Ameri- 
can|^ and defend the true American principles and acts, 
before a world of nobles. 

The reason I wish Mr. Webster to be the president of 
this vast nation is, because ever since he came into 
public life, in 1812, he has taken a broad view of this 
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vast nation's equal and just rights, and a true, just and 
equal interest in every sectional part. His broad aim and 
talents has been to protect the commerce, fisheries, agri- 
culture, manufactures, and all the business of this vast na- 
tion, as equally and fairly as possible. But what avail is 
it for the great mass of whigs in Massachusetts to exert 
themselves to do right and equal with all the world, if they 
must be cloged with a few high educated whig despots, 
that want all the power and wealth of Massachusetts. 
This is the reason I want a separation peaceably, now at 
once ; for we as a nation never shall see any better times 
till we do separate. This treatise of mine, to fully under- 
stand it, you must, Americans, read your Bible from one 
end to the other, and 3lsO| you must read Shakspeare 
from one end to the other. 

My fi'iends tell me that I write too sprawlingly and not 
elegant enough for the times ; too old fashion, and that 
I borrow too much from the Bible and Shakspear ; two 
good books given to borrow or lend from. Well, I am an 
old man, I find, and I am aware of this. For to get an 
office of honor or profit in this nation or state, you must 
be a Mark A^Kny politician to call the mass your sweet 
masters, for the sake of their sweet voices. Also, you will 
find a number of repetitions, as I can say as Lancelot Gob- 
bo said about' hii^ d(i' fkth^r, ttiu liifi fatH^t^was a very old 
man ; yet he could say that he was a very poor man. 
Now gentlemen, all of you will have the heavenly bravely 
goodness to excuse all my errors and defects as it is a 
very great consolation to us all, that we shall all get to 
this heaven at last. Aiid I shall remain, while I have life, 
Yours very respectfully, 

JOSEPH THOMPSON. 
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